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Dear Delegates, 

It is an absolute honor to welcome you to TarbutMUN 2022 and to UN Women! I am 

very excited to have you all on this committee. The chairs and I have worked hard 

during the past few months to ensure that you all have the best TarbutMUN experience 

possible. We truly hope that you enjoy this process, and hopefully, you will learn 

something along the way. This is a challenging but rewarding experience, and we will be 

here to guide you through this journey. 

Even though it might not seem like it now, TarbutMUN is a very valuable experience. It 

will not only help you hone in on your investigative and argumentative skills. It will also 

help you in the future when applying to university and jobs. We hope you use this space 

wisely and make this debate memorable. 

We know that for some of you this is your first TarbutMUN, and you may be nervous. I 

can assure you that we have been there as well and will try to guarantee that your 

experience in this year's TarbutMUN is enjoyable and tranquil. Whatever you need, do 

not hesitate to contact us. 

Good luck, 

Nicole Cohen-Sabban 

UN Women. 

President- Nicole Cohen-Sabban (she/her) 

nicolecohensabban@gmail.com  
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History of UN Women 

The United Nations General Assembly created the United Nations Entity for Gender 

Equality and the Empowerment of Women (also known as UN Women) in July of 2010. 

This committee was created with the purpose of accelerating the progress of meeting 

the needs of women and girls around the world. Gender inequality is one of the fights 

the world is battling today, with women lacking access to decent employment and equal 

payment among many other rights. All around the world women and girls are denied 

access to education and healthcare. They are not taken into account in economic and 

political decisions, and they suffer from violence and discrimination. This is why this 

committee was created and what it is trying to fight.  

 

Function of UN Women   

UN Women serves many functions in the United Nations. Some of its functions are: 

● Supporting inter-governmental bodies to create policies, norms and global 

standards.  

● Helping member states in implementing standards for women. 

● Providing technical and financial support to countries that need it. 

● Forging partnerships with civil societies. 

● Holding the UN accountable to its goals surrounding gender equality. 



Role in the UN  

The role of UN Women within the United Nations is to support member states to achieve 

gender equality. This committee works with governments and organizations to set goals, 

create policies, programs, and services to make sure that countries have the right 

standards for women and girls. All of this is achieved by working with the seventeen 

Sustainable Development Goals. In addition, UN Women also promotes and 

coordinates the UN’s work in advancing gender equality worldwide. 



Topic A: Prohibited Access to Education to Women or Girls 

Keywords 

● Primary education- Elementary school in different words.  

● Secondary education- High school and middle school in different words.  

● Higher education- Any kind of education after secondary education, for 

example, college or a named degree. 

● Quran- The religious text of the Islamic religion believed by Muslims to be a 

revelation from God.   

● Education- The process when someone is being taught and is gaining 

knowledge of something. 

● Prohibit- Forbid by law or other authority.  

● Feminism- It is the movement looking for gender equality. 

● Gender- The state of being male or female in relation to the social and cultural 

roles that are considered appropriate for men and women, but now it’s more 

likely for some people to believe that gender identity is different than biological 

sex.  

● Inequality- When someone or a group is getting an unfair advantage for 

something.  

● Access- Ability to enter something or the permission to do something.  

● SDGs- Sustainable development goals. These were created by the United 

Nations to create a better future. 



Background 

Prohibited access to education for women has been a problem since ancient Greece. In 

this time period, women were trained to do housework and weren't considered fit for 

public life; in other words, they were not considered citizens. This idea persisted for 

centuries and the only women who were allowed an education were privileged upper-

class women and nuns. In the 17th century, the first boarding schools for women were 

created where women were taught writing, needlework, and music. From this point 

forward, teaching women how to read, write, do math, and other tasks became more 

popular. Russia was one of the first countries to give women the right to public primary 

and secondary education; this right was given by Catherine the Great in 1786. However, 

it wasn’t until the nineteenth century that most advances were made regarding women’s 

and girls’ education in the major countries of the world.  

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, women started to demand a proper 

schooling and some even became teachers; it wasn’t long after that that they started to 

play central roles in the education system. In the 1820’s Serbia and Brazil started 

allowing girls to attend elementary school. This type of education became more 

accessible for women after the common school movement, a movement dedicated to 

creating a public education for all. In 1831 Mississippi College became the first 

coeducational college to grant women a degree in  the US. Not long after that, Lucy 

Sessions became the first black woman in the US to earn a degree, a great step 

forward in the fight for women’s education. In the UK, in 1891, education was made free 

for all, and finally, in 1899 was made obligatory for all children. 



 

By the beginning of the 20th century, most countries had granted women and girls the 

right to some kind of education, whether that be primary, secondary, or even higher 

education. This marked a new era in the fight for women's rights. 

 



Conflict 

In many countries, due to gender inequality and conflicts in the area, women and girls 

are not attending school. Around 130 million girls do not attend school. There are many 

reasons that justify this action, such as child marriage, poverty, and gender-based 

violence. Girls in these countries are often sexually abused by their teachers, another 

reason why they are discouraged from going to school. In conflict areas, girls are twice 

as likely to drop out of school. This is an issue because these girls are more likely to get 

married as a child, get pregnant, and be forced to provide domestic and unpaid labor. 

This is an issue because education for all is a big step in achieving gender equality and 

having a highly educated society. Many studies have shown that in educating women 

and girls, we would be strengthening our economies and creating a safer environment 

for women in their communities. 

 



Present Situation 

Nowadays, there are many countries such as Afghanistan that still don't give access to 

education for all women. Most of the countries that follow the Quran as a religion do not 

allow women their basic rights, for example, going to school. Today, more girls than ever 

go to school, and they can build a better future for themselves. Even though there is 

progress, women and girls continue to have many barriers based on their gender. Still, 

some countries refuse to adapt to this basic right, claiming religion as their main reason. 

Most of the countries of the Middle East follow Islam as the religion and it goes by the 

Quran. For example, in Afghanistan, one of the first moves in their new government was 

to prohibit education for all women. Not only that, when the Quran was written, many 

concepts and things that we do today did not exist, so people assume what the Quran 

would say, for example, allowing women to drive, to get out of their houses by 

themselves, go to other countries without the authorization of a male, abortion, divorce, 

work, among others. The women who live in countries that follow the Islamic religion 

need to have a male superior at all times (dad, brother, husband, son, etc); they don't 

have any type of freedom.  

Girls' education doesn't only limit girls to going to school; it also tries to guarantee 

knowledge and for them to feel safe during school. Poverty is still the biggest factor in 

determining if girls can or can't have an education. For example, in Nigeria, only 4% of 

the women that live in poverty know how to read.  

In many countries, women and girls do not have sex education, so they proceed to have 

intimate relations without protection, which causes an unexpected and unplanned 

pregnancy. That causes the mother of the child to stay at home and lose the little 

education they used to have.  

When COVID 19 started, public schools were closed and there was a great loss in 

education. In most countries, public schools passed their classes by TV, but since many 



families do not have a TV or signal they lost all classes and education for approximately 

1 year and a half. Only in Europe and Central Asia 185 million students were affected. 

UNESCO recently posted a report that estimates that 11 million girls may not return to 

school. Establishing that girls between the age of 12 and 17 are at particular risk of 

dropping out of school in lower- income countries, because boys are more at risk in 

upper-middle and high-income countries.  

According to UNESCO, 130 million girls do not go to school. This is a problem. 

 



Most Important Countries 

Afghanistan: 
Afghanistan is one of the countries that follow the Islamic religion. The Islamic religion 

follows the Quran that has very strict rules about women. 

In 2001, a female activist tried to achieve significant legislative progress, but the 

government dictum failed to become a reality for most women. In 2021, after the US left 

Afghanistan, they suffered a great tragedy and that led to a new government, that 

separated classrooms by gender and has limit the topics that women are allowed to 

study. 

 

South Sudan: 
Most women and girls from South Sudan are less likely to complete primary and 

secondary school than boys. In 2013, only 500 girls in the country graduated from 

secondary school. 

Since 2017, a total of three million children have been left out of the education system, 

more than half of them being girls. Sudan has unequal views toward women, the legal 

system is a strict form of Sharia law that limits many rights of women and girls in many 

aspects.  

  



Finland:  
Finland is the first country that is ruled by 5 women in their government. It is one of the 

countries that respect women the most and has the same opportunities for both men 

and women. Finland completely supports the idea of women and girls being able to go 

to school; that is one of the things they stand for. Every girl has the right to education if 

they wish to, whether they finish or not, is their choice because the government of 

Finland believes that every woman or girl should make their own decisions.  

United States of America: 
In the past years, the United States of America has supported education for women and 

girls. Nowadays, American women are more likely to join and complete college than 

men. In 2015, 72.5% of females that recently graduated, joined college thanks to the 

support of the USA government. The USA government believes that achieving girls' 

education is a big step for gender equality.  



Past UN Actions 

The United Nations Millennium Declaration states that there have to be equal 

opportunities for men and women and calls for gender equality being promoted and the 

empowerment of women for being effective and very important to stop poverty and 

hunger, combating diseases, and making development that is sustainable. 

The UN has also recognized that women participation, empowerment and leadership in 

the economy are very important to achieve economic growth and sustainable 

development. Because of women´s participation being very important for the economic 

world, the UN affirms that women and girls education should be equal to men’s and both 

genders should have the same and equal opportunities.  

Sustainable development goal number 5 talks about achieving gender equality and 

about the empowerment of women and girls. This SDG has 9 goals, and 6 of them aim 

to end all forms of discrimination against women or girls in the way that violence and 

exploitation of women stops, eliminate early and forced marriage and ensuring full 

participation of women in leadership, decision making, and access to reproductive rights 

and health. The other 3 targets talk about “means of achieving”, these 3 are targeting to 

achieve equal rights to economic resources, property ownerships and financial services 

for women. The sustainable development goal number 4 talks about quality education, 

in this SDG, 7 indicators talk about “outcome oriented targets”, free primary and 

secondary education, equal access to all types and levels of education, get rid of all 

discrimination types for education, and increase the number of people with skills that 

can help them to have a better financial life. The other 3 indicators are about “means of 

achieving targets”, build and upgrade inclusive and safe schools, make scholarships for 

higher education expand for developing countries, increase qualified teachers in 

developing countries.         

  



Further Reading and Viewing 

● https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-and-the-sdgs/sdg-4-quality-

education 

● https://www.unicef.org/education/girls-education 

● https://reliefweb.int/report/world/mind-gap-state-girls-education-crisis-and-conflict 

● https://theirworld.org/news/why-girls-are-still-denied-equal-chance-of-education 

● https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Women/GenderAndEquality/

Infonote_Women_and_the_right_to_education.pdf 

● https://localhistories.org/a-history-of-womens-education/  

● https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/

docs/globalcompact/A_RES_70_219.pdf 
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Topic B: Addressing the Abortion Issue 

Keywords 

● Abortion: Medical procedure in which a pregnancy is terminated. 

● Fetus: A developing baby (after 8 weeks of pregnancy). 

● Embryo: A developing baby (before 8 weeks of pregnancy). 

● Pro-life: Movement that supports the legal prohibition and restriction of abortion. 

● Pro-choice: Movement that supports a woman’s right to choose to have an 

abortion. 

● Legalize: To make something legal. 

● Gender based violence: Violence directed towards a certain gender (generally 

women and the LGBT community) due to their gender. 



Background 

Since long ago, one of the topics most discussed by society was abortion; the decision 

to end a pregnancy. The first recorded evidence of abortion dates back to around 1550 

BCE. In the beginning, this process was very dangerous since they were not well 

informed and did not have the correct tools to do the procedure. But, as the years went 

by, we gained more knowledge about the human body and new techniques were 

invented, and the procedure became safer.  

Many countries supported this new procedure and are in favor of women choosing their 

fate. However, many countries did not support it at all. Nowadays, many countries 

support the decisions that most women take, this is to say they are pro-choice, still there 

are also countries where having an abortion is a crime and women are not given the 

option of having an abortion.  

Nowadays, there are two main kinds of abortion, surgical and through medication. A 

surgical abortion is a 10-15 minute procedure that is performed at a hospital by a 

medical professional. In 2019, approximately 50 million abortions took place worldwide. 

The most common type of abortion is through surgical procedure this is available during 

the first and second trimester.  

There are two main movements when talking about reproductive rights and abortion, 

pro-life and pro-choice. The pro-choice movement is a sociopolitical movement created 

in the United States that supports the statement that women should have the legal right 

to have an abortion without fear of legal or social repercussions. In change, the pro-life 

movement, also created in the United States, believes that abortion should not be a 

viable option for women. These two groups have been neck-in-neck in the fight over the 

issue of abortion. 



Conflict 

In many countries around the world, the topic of abortion and its legalization is still being 

discussed. The conflict is that some women that go through pregnancies caused by 

accident, rape, or incest, are suffering in a certain way. Abortion is a very important 

reproductive health service for women and girls because it is needed to guarantee the 

right to life and health for the mothers who can not give birth to a child for certain 

reasons. Women or girls that do not have an easy access to health services like 

abortion, are threatened by the pregnancy in different ways like their health and their 

privacy. This is an issue because women and girls are suffering from pregnancies they 

can not give birth to, and abortion guarantees the right to life for these mothers and 

stops maternal deaths caused by pregnancies, and avoids families from suffering 

because they are not able to maintain a child.   

Present Situation 

In the past year, the topic of abortion has resurfaced in the media. This is partly 

because of a new Texas law that only allows a person to have an abortion up until 6 

weeks in the pregnancy and the decriminalization of abortion in Mexico. In addition to 

that, there have been many modifications in abortion laws around the world in the past 

year, some restricting abortion and some expanding current laws. This has caused a 

massive media outreach from both sides of the political spectrum to raise their voice 

and talk about the issue.  

  

In 2019, it was reported that 98% of countries allow abortion in order to save a woman’s 

life. Due to this, the topic of abortion is not only if it is legalized, but to what capacity is it 

legalized. What this means, is that people are now fighting for abortion to not only be 

available when the woman’s life is in danger but upon request and depending on how 

far along the fetus is. However, there are also people fighting to restrict these laws even 

more due to their own personal, moral, and religious beliefs.  



We will be debating about these movements and laws, and their repercussions in the 

world. 

Most Important Countries 

United States of America: 
In 1973 the Supreme Court had a famous case called Roe v. Wade. The results of this 

case ruled that the Constitution of the United States of America supports a woman’s 

right to choose to have an abortion without extreme restriction from the government. 

Since then, abortion has become a very important topic in the country. Both the pro-life 

movement and the pro-choice movement originated in this country. To this day abortion 

laws keep changing. An example of this is Texas who’s new abortion law has caused 

quite a bit of controversy in the news. 

 

Dominican Republic: 
The Dominican Republic is one of the only countries in the world where it is completely 

illegal to abort in this country under all circumstances. The criminal code sentences 

women who have an abortion to up to 2 years in prison and the medical professionals 



that perform the procedures for up to 20 years. This has caused quite a commotion 

within the citizens of the Dominican Republic, especially since there is a lot of violence 

towards women in the country which is not being addressed. 

 

Russian Federation 
The Russian Federation and the other countries that were part of the Soviet Union 

approved abortion laws back in the 1920s, making it the first country to make abortion 

legal. Due to this fact, Russia has some of the most open and safe abortion procedures. 

Russia has the highest abortion rate of any other country, with 551 abortions per every 

1000 live births. 



 

France 

France has some of the best-ranked abortion policies in Europe. With abortion laws 

permitting abortion upon request within the first 12 weeks of gestation. France was the 

second country in Europe to legalize the birth control pill (in recent years a bill was 

passed to make this pill free for girls under the age of 25). Not long after that, in 1975 

France legalized abortion. Nowadays, it is estimated that 1 in 3 women in France will 

have an abortion in her life. France has always been an epicenter for women’s rights 

with famous activists such as Simone de Beauvoir and Olympe de Gouges originating 

from there, however, the fight for reproductive rights in France continues as women fight 

for abortion with a 14 week gestation period and free and accessible contraception for 

all. 

South Sudan 

South Sudan is the youngest country in the world. That being said, it still has a lot of 

work to do concerning women’s rights and gender equality. 51.5% of women in South 

Sudan are married before the age of 18. Abortion in South Sudan is a criminal offense 



unless it is done to save the mother’s life. Illegal abortions in South Sudan condemn the 

doctor who performs the abortion and the woman and are additionally charged as a 

negligent act.  Even though abortion is legal to some extent, it is not very accessible to 

the population. In addition, South Sudan has had a higher rate of sexual assault and 

gender based violence in recent years. 

 



Past UN Actions 

The United Nations Human Rights Council s has previously stated that abortion is a 

human right. This procedure also prevents the mother’s death on some occasions. This 

comment firmly states that abortion is a fundamental right to life, and reproductive 

health services. Abortion is needed to guarantee the right to life, health, privacy, and to 

avoid discrimination against women or girls. This legal standard also states that the 

criminalization of abortion or pregnancy of unmarried women or girls, including 

criminalization of medical service providers, could be considered a violation of women 

or girls’ right to life, as it obligates them to make an abort that is not safe.  

Further Reading and Viewing 

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWKqeJxzeBc  

● https://reproductiverights.org/un-human-rights-committee-asserts-that-access-to-

abortion-and-prevention-of-maternal-mortality-are-human-rights/ 

● https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5473035/ 

● https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1016/S0968-8080%2802%2900010-1 

● https://maps.reproductiverights.org/worldabortionlaws 

● https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/articles/2016-02-08/10-countries-

where-abortion-is-illegal-under-most-circumstances 
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