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Dear Delegates,  

This year is special. Tarbut MUN makes its return in person, and we could not be 

more excited to start working. This team of chairs is motivated to work with an 

amazing core of delegates that give their 110% in everything that they want to 

accomplish. Delegates, we give you our help to go as deep as it is possible; we are 

committed to make the greatest year of TarbutMUN for each one of you.  

This committee is unique; delegates, you will be responsible for creating new 

solutions for our continent. The American Continent is suffering plenty of crises, and 

you are the chosen ones to make a change. On the other hand, this committee can 

have a constant change, delegates must be prepared to prove their arguments and 

opinions.  

During the two days of TarbutMUN,  we expect the best from you delegates; to be 

motivated, and to surpass yourself every single time. Delegates cross your barriers, 

exceed expectations, and don’t be afraid of limits; like Michael Jordan said, ” Never 

say never, because limits, like fears, are often just an illusion.”  

Sincerely your chairs,  

Daniel Vonderwalde, Elias Tussie, Tanya Kaim, Stephi Grossman.    

President: Daniel Vonderwalde daniel.vonderwaldecht@gmail.com 

President: Elias Tussie eliastussie9@gmail.com 

Moderator: Tanya Kaim tanyakaim10@gmail.com 

Secretary: Stephi Grossman grossmanstephi@gmail.com 
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The American Continent Committee  

Instructions  

The ACC (American Continent Committee) will function extremely identical to any 

other committee. The only difference is that countries participating will be particularly 

from the American Continent. The protocol is the same as any other committee in 

TarbutMUN; as well as the dynamic of the debate. The objective is to create real 

solutions that could help the American Continent to grow in the right direction. 

Delegates must be creative and try to work as realistic as possible to reach their 

goal.  



Topic A: Narco War. Taking Action Against Drugs in the Americas 

Keywords  

Drugs: Medicine or substance that has a physiological effect when it's introduced 

into the body.  1

Drug cartel: A criminal group that consists of exporting and selling drugs on illegal 

operations. 

Dopamine: A chemical the brain makes to transmit signals from one nerve to the 

other.  

Synthetic psychoactive substances: Substances meant to mimic the effects of 

illicit narcotics.  

Narcotics: A substance that damages the consciousness and or brain activity, and is 

consumed for nonmedical purposes, especially those sold illegally.  

Prevalence: People that are included or count as part of the circumstance at hand.  

Medical drugs: Drugs that are used for medical purposes. (Legally used drugs 

prescripted by a professional medic.) 

 Merriam-Webster. (n.d.). Drug. Merriam-Webster. Retrieved November 6, 2021, 1

from https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/drug. https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/drug 
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Background  

Recent drug history began in the 1960s when younger groups used drugs as 

different religious symbols. Therefore the governments started to research drug 

effects. In 1971, Nixon, president of the United States of America, declared the “Drug 

War '' by increasing the measures against drugs, by improving the federal drug 

agencies. Nixon’s campaign had two enemies; the hippies who were associated with 

marijuana, and the African Americans with heroin. Nixon intended to stop their 

leaders and end the drug conflict. In 1972 a member of the government asked to 

decriminalize marijuana for personal use, Nixon rejected that complement 

immediately. Nixon declared in the 1970s that possession of marijuana could result 

in up to 10 years in jail.  

Nevertheless, between 1973 and 1977, eleven states decriminalized marijuana for 

personal use. In 1977, Jimmy Carter supported the statement made by the eleven 

states. The proposal was abandoned a couple of years later because the teenagers 

were abusing the use of marijuana.  

In the 1980s, when Ronald Regan was president of the United States, the drug war 

intensified. Regan’s goal was to terminate every type of drug. He created penalties 

for the Americans that bought any type of drugs from Latin America. During this 

decade, the objective was to eliminate drugs, even for personal use. Because of 

that, there was a campaign called “just say no.'' In Regan’s period, the number of 

people behind bars due to drugs increased by approximately 350,000 in 20 years. 

The prison population grew rapidly due to draconian policies. A survey conducted in 

1989 showed that 64% of the people thought that the number one problem was drug 

abuse. Nowadays, between one third and one fifth of the income of organized crime 

groups is related to drug trafficking.   

The Mexican drug war was at its peak in 2006 when president Felipe Calderon 

declared war on the cartels. Calderon deployed more than 6,500 soldiers to the state 

of Michoacan to battle against the drug traffickers. In the first year of Calderon’s 

mission, around 2,800 people were killed, although one year later, Calderon had one 



of his biggest busts, by putting Alfredo Beltran Leyba behind bars, he was one of the 

leaders from the Leyba cartel.  

The objective of the drug cartels is to gain territories, indeed the north of Mexico has 

been taken by the narcos, especially Ciudad Juarez, where 12,000 people were 

killed in 2011 due to drug violence. One of the most powerful cartels is “The Sinaloa 

Cartel,'' which was led by Joaquin “El Chapo'' Guzman, who was arrested in 2014. 

However, nowadays, some reporters explain that the cartel is declining. Currently, 

Mexico is still fighting the war on drugs, however, the peak arrived with president 

Felipe Calderon, one of the periods with more violence in the history of Mexico.  



Conflict 

Forty years ago, a “war on drugs” started in the Americas.  Drug use cannot be 

hidden, although it’s an activity that takes place in the shadows, it moves billions of 

dollars each year. Every month, more than 22 million people in the United States use 

some type of illegal drug. This market demands large quantities of drugs, which 

arrive through Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, and Panama. Close to 90% of the 

drug produced in South America passes through Central America before reaching 

the United States. Drug consumption is growing, trafficking is continuing, and 

violence is moving from one country to another. This war, pursued by the American 

Continent countries it’s not being won. Although things are getting better in some 

places, the drug problem overall shows every day continued high levels of addiction 

and violence. Drug use in the Americas provokes serious health problems for many 

people. Young people's first use is associated with a higher risk of dependence and 

problems. In order to do that, the greatest challenge is preventing the use by young 

people.  

One of the most affected zones by drug trafficking is the Central American region 

that is in charge of the union of  the two shores of drug trafficking, on one hand, the 

producers (South America), and on the other, the consumers (North America). In 

small words, it is mainly the South-America region that produces the drug that 

transits through Central America and Mexico, on its way to the United States, the 

main drug consumer in the world.  On its way to Mexico, the drug crosses jungles, 

countless islands, tunnels, trails, crosses the sea, and even the skies. It is a 

complicated and dangerous road, but that doesn't prevent 900,000 kilos of cocaine 

from passing through Central America each year. 

Central America is not only a transit zone for drugs, it has become a conflict zone. In 

these areas, various criminal organizations are fighting for the control of the territory. 

The Central American bridge to Mexico is no longer a place of passage. Nowadays, 

it’s the protagonist of the disputes of the large Mexican cartels. Mexico has a 

strategy based on opening confrontation to organized crime. As a result of that 

strategy, the two main cartels in the country, the Pacific Cartel, and Los Zetas have 



transferred 90% of their operations to Central America because of the cocaine 

trafficking that goes to the United States. The second reason is place control, the 

objective of these cartels is to manage a specific territory for the trafficking of 

cocaine to the United States, and with it, also their fight for control of places.  



Present Situation 

The current situation of these events is damaging the border laws (which try to 

prevent illegal trespassing and or Infiltrating illicit substances) and security in the 

whole world (mainly, American countries.) These are the cause of many 

exterminations and attacks on civilians. Many drugs, such as fentanyl, heroin, 

marijuana, cocaine, methenamine, and other illicit narcotics, are being trafficked by 

Mexican narco cartels to the United States and the rest of America. However, Mexico 

is not the only country with cartels that export to the Americas. The United States of 

America is the country with the most addictions due to drugs. Reports show that in 

2019, the United States of America increased over thirty percent of its usage of 

heroin. When examining this narcotic on experimental animals, the results show that 

it increases the dopamine levels in the brain by over 200%, which causes a higher 

chance of addiction, violent reactions, and casualties.  

It is indispensable to mention that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the production 

and usage of drugs have significantly increased. For example, cannabis (also known 

as marijuana, a psychoactive drug cultivated from the cannabis plant) production has 

quadrupled itself in the year 2020 alone. Due to the pandemic, around 275,000,000 

people have used drugs, a 22% increase since 2010. The percentage of adolescents 

who perceive cannabis as a damaging substance has dropped to 40%. In South and 

Central America, new synthetic psychoactive substances, increased five times since 

2015. Sadly, the 2020 pandemic left more than 100,000,000 people in extreme 

poverty and 114,000,000 unemployed. This situation has caused many people to feel 

vulnerable, and fall into the addiction that has led to illegal narcotic cultivation and 

negotiation activities. Since the pandemic’s restrictions are over, the drug trafficking 

industry has quickly recovered from the economic crisis. Right now, the drug industry 

has more income and business than before the pandemic. Therefore, we know that 

the drug industry can adapt to new circumstances quickly and efficiently. 

Between 125,000 and 150,000 homicides were organized crime-related from 2006 to 

2018. Approximately 275,000,000 people around the world have at least used illicit 

n a r c o t i c s o n c e i n t h e i r l i f e ( a g e 1 5 - 6 4 ) .  



 Without drug consumers, the drug industry falls. Not only do illicit narcotics damage 2

the health of the user, but they also bring violence to the world (whether it's violence 

due to addiction or violence thanks to the drug cartels). People that are not directly 

related to drug use (people that are completely innocent that accidentally happen to 

be in the middle of drug cartel relations) have also sadly passed away. In 2019, an 

estimated 366,000 people passed away due to an indirect relation with illicit 

narcotics and drug cartels, a 17.5% increase since 2010. 

 ©United Nations. (2021, junio). Global Overview Drug Demand and Drug Supply. Office on Drugs 2

and Crime. Recuperado 2 de noviembre de 2021, de https://www.unodc.org/res/wdr2021/field/
WDR21_Booklet_2.pdf 

https://www.unodc.org/res/wdr2021/field/WDR21_Booklet_2.pdf
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Most Important Countries   

United States of America- Since the 1970s, the US has spent more than a trillion 

dollars attempting to undo drug cartels in Latin America; its only interest is to end this 

terrible conflict. President Richard Nixon declared on June 17, 1971, to the 

Washington press corps that America had a new enemy, which was a “war on 

drugs.'' He dramatically increased the size and presence of federal drug control 

agencies and implemented some measures. Since then, all possession, use, or 

distribution of illicit drugs is prohibited by federal law.  The US might not be the most 

important regarding narco-terrorism, but it is the largest consumer of illegal drugs 

making up 5% of the global population; it is estimated to account for 25% of global 

demand for illicit drugs. The global drug trade continues to affect American families, 

their finances, and their freedom.  The US has provided over 5.2 billion dollars in 

counter-narcotics to support the American continent, thus cutting the annual flow of 

hundreds of metric tons of cocaine.  

United Mexican States- Mexico is currently having challenges regarding facing drug 

cartels, controlling them, and trying to stop the violence that they bring. Through the 

1980s and 1990s, the cartels’ leaderships focused their efforts specifically on the 

profitable U.S drug consumption market. The goal of these Cartels is to control the 

Mexican government, not to fight it. President Lopez Obrador promised in his 

campaign to end the militarized war against drug trafficking groups, he has instead 

kept in place the armed forces and created a new military police force named the 

national guard.  

Plurinational State of Bolivia- This state is the third-largest coca bush grower in 

the world. Currently, the country's overall cultivation remains well below the levels 

reached in the early and mid-1990s. It decreased by 7 percent, according to the 

2012 national coca monitoring survey. The Bolivian Government and the UNODC 

(United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime) collaborated in alternative development 

programs, but they are specifically focusing on income generation and environmental 

protection activities that tackle poverty. In addition, UNODC is supporting grass-root 



alternatives to help farmers develop legal farming alternatives to coca bush 

cultivation.  

The Republic of Colombia- The Colombian drug war that started in 1981 and has 

lasted over 20 years, has cost approximately 15,000 lives; many or most of the lives, 

were innocent victims of narco-terrorism. Colombia has received 76% of funding 

from the US. Most of the drug production is controlled by the revolutionary forces 

called the FARC. The US charged six government officials of the national liberation 

army (ELN).  

Republic of Peru-  This state is known to be a focal point for the production and 

transportation of illegal narcotics in South America. The country considered to be the 

world’s largest producer of coca leaves is now Peru, and domestic production is 

growing quickly. The Peruvian head of state is committed to making a global effort to 

reduce the production, transportation, and consumption of illegal narcotics. Peru’s 

coca farmers have a dilemma between helping drug gangs, or ending up in 

starvation. 

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela-  This state´s population is known to be 

addicted to drugs and largely dedicated to drug trafficking. This causes rising crime 

rates and security issues near the borders and within the country.  Many of the 

Venezuelan officers and governors including Nicolas Maduro, the vice president for 

the economy, minister of defense, and the chief supreme of the court of justice, are 

charged with narco-terrorism, and drug trafficking; this is the main problem in 

Venezuela.  



Past UN Actions  

In early 1946 the United Nations created the CND or better known as Commission 

on Narcotic Drugs. Established as the central agency for any drug-related conflict, 

this commission was formed to analyze every country's status in the global drug 

crisis. It also allowed internal supervision to see the country's progress in preventing 

such cases. This commission has additionally assembled a group of solutions to the 

illicit narcotics trafficking problem. It includes, for instance, a recovery group for 

addiction, the case of 1961 that prohibits the production and supply of certain 

substances without a medical license, controlling the medical trade around 

international borders, including many more restrictions, solutions, and conventions.  

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) was founded in 1997. It 

was a unification of both the Center for International Crime Prevention and the 

United Nations Drug Program. Their purpose is to expand awareness of the dangers 

of illicit narcotics and organized crime. Additionally, they are reinforcing the strength 

of international action against drug trafficking and production. To achieve its purpose, 

the committee has launched an arrangement of initiatives. Including the monitoring 

of narcotic cultivation, and programs that help identify money laundering, as well as 

assisting the members of this committee to enhance their criminal justice system by 

reinforcing previous laws. Furthermore, this committee is in charge of programs such 

as the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the Commission on Crime Prevention and 

Criminal Justice.  

The United Nations has also implemented a new report system that would analyze 

the progress on narco-trafficking and the production of illicit narcotics. This program 

was named the United Nations Drug report. It was first implemented in 1997 when 

UNDOC was established. Since then, these reports have been open to the public. 

They are also meant for the members of the United Nations to analyze and to find 

any improvement areas. These reports also try to predict how the drug crisis will be 

in future years. The studies include reports on addiction, production of illicit 

narcotics, illegal trafficking, violence due to consumption of narcotics, or indirect 



brutal force due to cartels. All of these include accurate statistics that aid the world in 

seeing their progress in this global crisis.  4

 

 UN. (s. f.). Annual Drug Seizures | dataUNODC. DATAUNODC. Recuperado 4 de noviembre de 4

2021, de https://dataunodc.un.org/data/drugs/Annual%20Drug%20Seizures 
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Further Reading   

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSozqaVcOU8 

● https://drugpolicy.org/issues/brief-history-drug-war 

● h t t p s : / / w w w. s t a t i s t a . c o m / t o p i c s / 3 0 8 8 / d r u g - u s e - i n - t h e - u s /

#topicHeader__wrapper 

● h t t p : / / w w w . s c i e l o . o r g . m x / s c i e l o . p h p ?

script=sci_arttext&pid=S1870-35502014000200003 

● https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/

2014/feb/03/us-war-on-drugs-impact-in-latin-american 

● https://www.borderreport.com/regions/mexico/cartels-flood-border-with-

synthetic-drugs-exacerbating-addiction-and-homicide-rates/ 
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Topic B: Addressing the Immigrants Issue in the American Continent 

Keywords 

Immigration: is the action or a movement that people make to go to live in another 

country.  
Naturalization: The process of becoming a citizen of a specific country if you were born 
outside of it.  

Migrant: Someone who moves countries to find better living conditions. 

Immigrant: Someone who moves to another country permanently.  

Border: A line that separates two political or geographical areas.  

Refugee: A person that was forced out of their country in order to escape a belic 

conflict, natural disasters, persecution, or a potential threat.   

Xenophobia: Hate for people from other countries. 

Migration cycle: stages of migration.  



Background  

Immigration is a fundamental aspect of human history, especially in the American 

continent. Immigration is a controversial topic that has led to plenty of discussions, 

and different opinions around the world. The United States is the country that has the 

highest immigrant percentage in the whole world; immigrants represented in 2015, 

19.1% percent of the US population. In other words, around 47 million immigrants 

are living permanently in the United States. The majority of immigrants from the 

American continent that enter the US are from Mexico, Venezuela, Guatemala, 

Cuba, Dominican Republic, and El Salvador. However, the Mexican and US border is 

the world’s top migration corridor.  

The beginning of Mexican immigration started in 1848; when both countries signed 

The Guadalupe Hidalgo treaty. The treaty established new borders between both 

countries. Many Mexicans that lived in California, Arizona, Utah, New Mexico, etc; 

had a dilemma. They needed to choose if they were going to stay where they lived, 

even though those territories were part of the US because of the treaty. However, 

their second option was to move back to Mexico.  

Mexican immigration to the United States was numerous around the Mexican 

Revolution in 1910. People were seeking better jobs and were escaping from the 

government of Porfirio Diaz. Mexican emigration has been characterized as the 

movement of manual laborers that have low resources, so they were seeking more 

accessible opportunities in the United States. In the world depression, the US 

government received 345,000 Mexicans between 1929 and 1932. However, a couple 

of years later, both governments agreed to find jobs for these Mexicans in the US. 

This population was established in cities like San Antonio, Chicago, and Los 

Angeles.  

In 1965, the era of undocumented immigrants started; the immigrants were covering 

the labor demand. That led to a massive deporting system in the 1970s, also, the US 

government installed new alarm systems to detain illegal immigrants. In the 1980s, 

immigration was still a problem. Mexicans were going to the US not just because of 

job opportunities; they were leaving their country because they could have a better 

lifestyle in the US. Single Mexican women were a big part of the immigration in the 



1980s; 40% of the people that went to the US in that period were women looking for 

job opportunities.  

The migration has grown exponentially in the last couple of decades, here is a graph 

that shows, in thousands, how many people have immigrated to the US from Mexico. 



Conflict 

Immigration is much deeper than we think it is.  

Poverty: El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras are some of the poorest countries 

in the Western Hemisphere, with 44%, 68%, and 74% of boys and girls living in 

poverty. Plenty of low-income families apply for loans to finance their migration to the 

United States, putting them in a serious issue. Families in these countries are even 

in a more precarious financial situation when they are detained and returned without 

money and unable to repay their loans. This economic pressure can leave children 

and families homeless or without the resources to pay for their most essential needs. 

Violence: Gang violence is active in many communities in Central America, where 

children are victims of forced recruitment, abuse, and murder. For example, between 

2008 and 2016, in Honduras, approximately one child died each day from homicide, 

in El Salvador, 365 children were murdered in 2017, while in Guatemala 942 violent 

deaths of children were registered last year. Children and families who emigrate due 

to violence may be at a bigger risk if they return obligatorily, without any support or 

protection, to communities where they were previously in danger.  

Discrimination: Returning children and families face discrimination within the 

community due to their failed attempts to reach Mexico or the United States. This 

can make it difficult for returning children to go back to school and for adults to find 

work. 

Separation and detention: Family detention and separation by immigration 

authorities are very traumatic experiences that can affect a child's long-term life. 

Because of that, keeping families together and supporting other detention methods 

are fundamental measures to guarantee the best interests of migrant and refugee 

children.  

Migrant smugglers are organizing and establishing different types of professional 

networks that can go farther than borders and regions. The groups involved in this 

criminal activity have expanded their operations by changing routes, in an attempt to 

expand to other markets. 



“Stolen jobs” Illegal migrants are taking vacant jobs that could be taken by the 

country's citizens. For example, in the United States, many South American  illegal 

immigrants are working as field workers receiving a smaller salary. This proves why 

the companies prefer to hire immigrants than American citizens, and it leaves 

Americans without jobs. 

  



Present Situation 

Since the 2020 pandemic, the population of migrants rose to an estimated amount of 

40,000,000 people, this is the result of the COVID-19 pandemic arriving at a time 

where involuntary migration was already high. Much of the migration is forced or 

involuntary, despite the lockdown and border closure. During the pandemic, the need 

for migration and better life conditions increased significantly, including; a decline in 

domestic payments,  job losses, indefinite detention, very little access to health care, 

poor housing conditions, etc. In Latin America, the current migration patterns show 

that many migrants travel to these destinations to find better conditions. However, 

the xenophobia and racism in these countries are at their highest due to the 

pandemic.  

 

Migrants get exposed to countless threats while crossing borders. They are at risk of 

getting multiple illnesses and infections, equally as plenty encounters with dangerous 

organizations and individuals. Apart from health risks, the most vulnerable migrants 

are those who take part in another minority group. These include women, children, 

LGBTQ+, indigenous communities, disabled people, afro-descendants, etc. These 

communities suffer from injustices and aggression in the process of migration. 



Migrants are vulnerable to human trafficking, violence, exposure to harsh conditions, 

starvation, extreme poverty, and pre-existing vulnerabilities to worsen.  

 

Recently, there has been a worsening situation where unaccompanied migrant 

children are being returned to their countries from the United States and Mexico 

without previous knowledge of their current family status and why they are migrating. 

Countless proposals and initiatives suggested by civilized academic people imply 

spreading awareness of what migrant children have to go through and the risks they 

may have in their numerous journeys. Such probabilities include the belief that 

children may spread diseases like COVID-19 because of their incapability of taking 

care of themselves. As children are in the process of the migrating cycle, they are 

vulnerable. According to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR), children represent half of the world's refugees. As has been 

mentioned earlier, the circumstance of migrant children is very worrying. The 

dangers and vulnerabilities related to refugee children happen all through the 

migration cycle. Particularly at the destination and during deportation, as they are 

influenced by detainment and expulsion policies of those who go with them, creating 

circumstances in which migration control seems to look like they are taking care of 

the child's best interests.  



Most Important Countries 

United States of America: The immigration problem is considered one of the 

largest conflicts facing the US nowadays. The US has more migrants than any other 

country in the world, almost 40 million people, the majority being from Mexico, 

followed by China, India, the Philippines, and El Salvador.  77% of the migrants are 

now legal because they have gone through the process of naturalization, while the 

rest have been denied citizenship or are still illegal. Although every migrant is eligible 

for naturalization,  some get denied this possibility. Those people who get declined 

the most are originally from Mexico being mostly because of lack of interest, 

personal barriers, language, or financial barriers. When a US citizen is naturalized, 

they receive the same rights as a US-born citizen and receive the ability to sponsor 

an immediate family member who cannot be deported. Due to Covid 19, migration 

has dramatically slowed down on the US-Mexico border. Prior to Covid 19, migrants 

were often apprehended by the US government allowing them a temporary stay in 

the country.  This dramatically changed during the pandemic since most migratory 

encounters have led to expulsion, obligating the migrants to leave the US 

immediately. Immigrants have to stay in Mexico till they get their immigration status. 

United Mexican States: The location of this country makes it of great importance for 

migratory issues as many people come from South America to Mexico, some trying 

to get to the US. In addition, many Mexicans go illegally to the US in search of better 

opportunities. Mexico is currently struggling with the security on its borders with 

Guatemala and controlling the migrants who are trying to pass illegally since Mexico 

is not accepting the majority of migrants from countries like Guatemala and 

Honduras. This is putting Mexico in a terrible position since it is being pressured, in 

addition, many who cross to the US get sent back and it is extremely hard to control 

this. The Mexican government has offered some migrants work visas and has 

welcomed asylum seekers. Lopez Obrador´s government is working on strategies to 

detain all migration and cover both borders. It is also important to note the reasons 

why the migrants leave Mexico to go to the US. Mexico, on the contrary to the US, 

has a family reunification program allowing people who already have asylum to be 

joined by immediate family, but by them being at the Mexican border.  



  

Republic of Guatemala: Currently, this country has a humanitarian and political 

crisis that is driving immigrants to leave the country and potentially go to the US or 

Mexico. About 64,000 Guatemalans have approached the US border, and more than 

300,000 were left homeless due to living conditions in Guatemala. The biggest 

conflict with this is the unaccompanied minors who are left without a house and have 

to be placed, these children being a total of 19,000. Guatemala also receives 

thousands of requests from Honduran immigrants to pass through Guatemala to 

make their way to the US or Mexico.  

Republic Honduras: People in Honduras with conflicts regarding the loss of their 

homes, poverty, and a crisis due to the current pandemic as well as the political 

situation, are willing to risk their life and immigrate to the US or Mexico, these 

immigrants have to pass through Guatemala where they are not being accepted. 

They are forming caravans to leave the country. These immigrants are simply 

looking for work to have a better lifestyle and better opportunities.   

Republic of Haiti: This country is currently facing a political and humanitarian crisis, 

this causes citizens within the country to be affected, and get the urge to look for 

asylum elsewhere. Haitians turned to the US and Mexico border, but neither of the 

countries accepted them due to very strict policies already established. These poor 

people risk their lives daily to leave the country. 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela:  Venezuela is currently facing one of the biggest 

humanitarian and political crises in the world. Venezuelan citizens are leaving the 

country in search of a better life; at least 4.6 million Venezuelan migrants and 

refugees are currently living in other countries, most of them being in Latin America.  

Canada: This country has programs and policies to receive many immigrants daily. 

Its only interest is to give a home and fair opportunities to these people. Giving 

asylum to nearly one million immigrants in a span of three years, this being around 

300,000 per year. 



Past UN Actions  

The IOM (International Organization for Migration) was created in 1951. It has its 

headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. It is currently operating in more than 100 

countries and with more than 590 offices and sub-offices around the world, 

according to its official website. Its main tasks are to ensure orderly migration 

management, promote international cooperation on migration issues, find solutions 

to migration problems that may arise and offer humanitarian assistance, whether to 

refugees, displaced, or uprooted people. The organization protects people who have 

been displaced by the different conflicts in the world, removing them from places of 

risk and helping them in their recovery. 

In the region, an increasing number of people have been forced to leave their 

countries with few alternatives, fleeing violence, poverty, natural disasters, 

persecution, violations of human rights, and economic, social, and policies. They feel 

the need to find better conditions.  In recent years, the countries of Central America 

have seen a significant increase in the number of forced displacements from and 

within the region, creating a crisis of forced displacement. Through the 

Comprehensive Regional Framework for the Protection and Solutions (MIRPS), 

regional application of the Pact World Cup on Refugees: Belize, Costa Rica, El 

Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, and Panama have come together to 

strengthen the protection and development of solutions for refugees, asylum 

seekers, internally displaced persons and returnees with international protection 

needs. To address the root causes of displacement and reinforce the connection 

between humanitarian and development, the MIRPS continue to lead by example. 

To take account of the MIRPS achievements, this is the list of solutions from 2019 to 

2020  

● To guarantee the ownership of each country, a system of presidencies is 

established that begins in 2019, with Mexico exercising the first annual 

presidency of the MIRPS. In 2020, a new state will assume the presidency. 

● Each state has a detailed national action plan that addresses forced 

displacement and has begun a process of quantifying national commitments 

that ensures solid investment to ensure its implementation. 



● The inter-ministerial technical teams of the seven countries meet monthly to 

review the implementation of the strategic pillars of the MIRPS and exchange 

good practices. 

● The seven states meet annually at the political level, led by the Presidency, to 

establish regional priorities. In 2019, these can be found in the Declaration of 

Mexico City. 

● A regular dialogue between the seven technical teams and the United Nations 

national teams is being institutionalized to ensure that the root causes of 

forced displacement are addressed as a priority from a development 

perspective. Other development actors will participate in this dialogue in 2020. 

● Key formal collaborations have provided different types of support, including 

advocacy at the highest political level, border monitoring, and the deployment 

of emergency humanitarian assistance. Ten organizations, regional and 

international coordination mechanisms, work in line with the MIRPS: IACHR, 

SICA, UNSDG (Latin America and the Caribbean), ICRC, CLAMOR, RROCM, 

GREAT MIRPS, CCPDH, Red Integrarse. Together with these organizations 

and coordination mechanisms, MIRPS works to find comprehensive 

protection responses and shared solutions that address displacement 

situations and international protection needs. 

● As part of the MIRPS consultation process, more than 273 organizations 

participated, including regional and international organizations, civil society 

organizations, private companies and chambers of commerce, as well as 

government organizations. 

● Twenty-five civil society organizations and networks participated in the 

consultations carried out in the framework of the consolidation of the 

permanent dialogue mechanism that will end in 2020. 



Further Reading 
  

● https://www.nytimes.com/video/world/americas/100000003901101/central-america-
child-migrants.html 

● https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/migration-crisis-americas 
● https://www.jstor.org/stable/4599074 
● https://www.migrationdataportal.org/regional-data-overview/migration-data-central-

america 
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7znfpuRGUfQ 
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