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Dear Delegates of the Human Rights Council, 

I, as the president of this committee, have the pleasure to extend to you a cordial 
invitation to participate in our forthcoming meeting to be held on the 2022 TarbutMUN. 
As customary, we, the chair that I have the honor to preside, express sincere gratitude to 
all members of this Council for entrusting us with the task of serving the Council. We 
commit not only to maintaining this Council as relevant and as needed as it has always 
been, but also know that we will make sure to hold a debate that will lead us to great 
resolutions after an interesting debate.  

I acknowledge that this year will be a challenging one for all of us, as the current 
pandemic continues to pose important organizational challenges to this body and to the 
United Nations as a whole. We will do everything in our hands to make this Council work 
at its full potential. We stand by your side and we will lead through an experience worth 
fighting for.  

I commit to you all, that above everything, I will bring to the Council the promotion of 
protecting the inherent dignity of all people, and strengthening human rights everywhere 
while placing equality and non-discrimination at the center of our debate forum. I 
challenge you all to stand behind your ideals and moral principles, to fight for your 
country's rights while bringing to the table strong solutions, and to listen to all the 
members of this Council respecting each other's ideologies and constitutions. “There can 
be no peace without development, no development without peace, and no lasting peace or 
sustainable development without respect for human rights and the rule of law.” – Former 
UN Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson  

We look forward to your participation in our meeting.  

Kind regards,  
Ariela Lansdmanas 
President 

President  
Ariela Landsmanas  
alandsmanas@gmail.com

Moderator 
Arianne Schwarz 
arianneschwarzp@gmail.c
om 

 

Secretary 
Jaime Abadi   
abadijaime45@gmail.com 
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mailto:arianneschwarzp@gmail.com
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Human Rights Council 

History  1

The United Nations General Assembly first established the Human Rights Council on 

March 15, 2006, to replace the no longer existing committee, the “Commission of 

Human Rights,” which was discontinued for its lack of effectiveness and the number 

of human rights abusers who were members. The first session took place from June 

19th to the 30th of 2006. Nowadays, the council is made of 47 member states which 

are mainly elected by members of the General Assembly. 

The Human Rights Council was designed as an intergovernmental body with the 

purpose and its responsibility is to promote and protect human rights around the 

world and for addressing situations of human rights violations in different countries, 

making recommendations, and finding solutions for them. 

One of the most notable achievements in the HRC is when in June of 2011, the 

Council was the first to approve a resolution on sexual orientation and gender 

identity, this was what paved the way for the first official United Nations report on the 

issue by the UN Human Rights Office. 

Function 

The Human rights council is an intergovernmental committee from the United 

Nations System that is responsible for promoting and protecting the human rights 

around the world as well as for solving human rights violations and accommodating 

or reinforcing them within the different countries. It has the objective and the ability to 

 V. Human Rights Council - OHCHR. (n.d.). Retrieved October 22, 2021, from https://www.ohchr.org/1

Documents/Publications/NgoHandbook/ngohandbook5.pdf 

Welcome to the Human Rights Council. OHCHR. (n.d.). Retrieved October 22, 2021, from https://
www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/aboutcouncil.aspx 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/NgoHandbook/ngohandbook5.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/NgoHandbook/ngohandbook5.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/aboutcouncil.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/aboutcouncil.aspx
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discuss all topics that may concern human rights issues and all of the situations 

around the world that may require its attention.  

This council is made up of 47 United Nations members, which the UN General 

Assembly elects every year. It mostly works by debating and passing resolutions 

related to human rights violations in different countries. The main mandate of this 

Council is the “universal respect for the protection of all human rights and 

fundamental freedoms for all” and “address situations of violations of human rights, 

including gross and systematic violations, and make recommendations thereon.”   

Role in the UN 

The Human Rights Council has the mandate to promote, preserve and protect all 

human rights. This committee has the obligation to verify that all countries that are 

part of the UN, respect human civil rights. To implement this strict mandate, the 

Human Rights Council, also known as HRC, has around 850 staff, deployed in 11 

country offices, 7 regional and sub-regional offices, and most importantly, has 17 

peacemaking missions worldwide. The HRC has the role to provide expertise and 

assistance to all the governments in technology and justice systems. Some 

examples are legislative reform, their electoral processes, to provide human rights in 

all the countries and give punishment to those who don't follow these rules.  

The Human Rights Council works as the principal forum to identify, develop, and 

resolve the challenges of human rights in our society. It also has a very important 

role in the public information system, and this council has the obligation to preserve 

and promote the freedom of information. The HRC also cares about the complaints 

from victims of human rights violations or activist organizations that aren't following 

the according laws or aren't giving the treatment a person deserves, to afterwards 

decide a punishment or give the criminal a penalty fee. 
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Topic A: Implementing Alternatives to Incarceration  

Keywords  
  
● Incarceration: Is the act of putting someone in prison. 

● Community service: It is  work without payment, that is used as an 

alternative instead of going to prison. This work can be something to help the 

state, cleaning the streets, picking up leaves in parks, etc. The work is given 

by the judge and usually is around hundreds of hours.  

● Penalty fees: It is an amount of money that criminals need to pay to not go to 

prison, sometimes the sentence of the criminal includes a penalty fee.  

● House arrest: Legally forced to stay in a house instead of going to prison. In 

this alternative, the criminal needs to use a bracelet that indicates the state if 

he/she went outside their home. 

● Sentence: It is the punishment the judge gives to the criminal.  

● Offenders: People that commit crimes. (Criminals.) 

● Overcrowded jails: These are jails where the criminals have already 

exceeded the maximum number of people in the jail. 

● Fraud: The crime of taking money from other people in a deceiving way. 

● Punishable: The verdict of a judge that states the guiltiness of a criminal. 

● Chargeable: The verdict of the judge that asks the criminal to pay a fee for 

their liberty, instead of going to jail. This is usually applied to minor crimes. 

● Felonies: A serious crime that can be punished with one or more years in 

prison. 

● Misdemeanor: The less serious crime that exists. 

● Infractions: When a person breaks a law or a rule. 

● Taxes: An amount of money that a person needs to pay to the government for 

acquiring money or properties.  

● Prison: It is a place that all the criminals of felonies are sent to.  
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Background  
 

The incarceration system has been in the world 

since 640 A.C, the first jail was created in Greece, 

and since that year, this has been the best method 

to punish thieves, killers, rapists, and any type of 

offender. The jails have been evolving through the 

years; at first, they were a center of torture, and now 

it´s a place where offenders are deprived of their 

liberty. In some countries, the offenders can be placed on the death sentence, and in 

other countries, they have the life sentence. The cells have been witnesses of many 

important people that were in jail, like Adolf Hitler, Vladimir Lenin, Miguel de 

Cervantes, etc. The jails have been the most important threat to every single civilian, 

every law gets backed by a punishment and in the majority of the cases this 

punishment is the jail. The idea of not being free is terrifying and for many years, this 

was a good solution to punish criminals and trying to prevent crimes. Since the 70s, 

the jails have changed a lot, for example, in Mexico, the most important jails are 

indirectly ruled by the narcos. Each country has its own problem with its jails, and 

many governments are trying to find a solution to this problematic 

  

Conflict 

The problem in these places is that all the bad people are united in a small place, 

where the only thing they have to do is coexist. For example, in countries like El 

Salvador, Mexico, Brasil, and Honduras, many cartels use jails as centers of 

distribution of the merchandise and use the people in the jail to work for them. 

Another problem with jails is that all types of criminals go to the same cell, a thieve of 

cars can be sleeping with a drug dealer or a serial killer. Parting from this perception, 

many states in the U.S., and countries like Canada and the United Kingdom, have 

implemented alternatives to not going to prison like 

fines, restitution, community service, probation, 

house arrest, inpatient drug/alcohol rehabilitation, 

inpatient psychiatric treatment, and work release. 
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Many countries have agreed to have these alternatives, while others want to hang 

on, the traditional way. Another big problem has been spotted in Africa where 

countries like Tanzania, Uganda, and Kenia have jails with full capacity, and they 

have to put more people than what is suggested; there are jails with nearly 200% of 

people. In these countries, many poor people go to prison for days or maybe weeks 

because of simple and common things like using inappropriate language, acquiring 

liquor or alcohol, or having a little company without a license. The jails have 

uncountable problems, and that’s why we are trying to find a new solution for 

offenders. 

Present Situation  

The criminal justice system is currently a network of governments and different 

agencies proposed to manage convicted and accused criminals around the world. It 

is composed of different interrelated pillars that consist of law enforcement, forensic 

services, the judiciary, and corrections. Its purpose is to constantly support the ideals 

of legal justice. There are some characteristics of 

the legal commitments that must submit 

themselves to the ethical principles of the criminal 

just ice system for them to be properly 

administered. Currently, there are more than 11 

million people incarcerated around the world. The 

conditions in prison started to deteriorate many 

years ago, lawmakers made it much harder for 

incarcerated people to win civil rights in the federal court. The court oversight of 

prisons and jails was eliminated a few years ago as well. Today, prisons all around 

America are highly in crisis because of the abuse of power with impunity of the 

officers working in prisons. It has been reported that prisoners are beaten, raped, 

stabbed, and killed inside of the prisons. It has been discovered that nearly the 7% of 

people in jails suffer from mental crises in their cells because of the internal violence 

in there.  
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There is denied care, people who need medical care and disabilities are ignored, as 

well as the people suffering from mental health issues and addiction disorders are 

either punished or placed in solitary confinement.   

In the past few years, there has also been an escalating violence, requiring the 

prisons and jail officials to protect the incarcerated people from both sexual assault 

and physical harm. Even though this is one of the worst complications, facilities are 

failing around the world to meet this fundamental duty.  

As the prison and jail populations around the world have exploded since many years 

ago, courts and lawyers have been more open to accepting alternatives to 

incarceration. There are some countries that are currently implementing these 

alternatives like Germany, The United States, and France. Some others that are 

completely against this like African countries that are undeveloped, some parts of 

Russia and China want to stick to the traditional way to punish criminals. Alternatives 

for incarcerations can nowadays include; restitution, community service, house 

arrest, work release, probation, etc.   

Due to the pandemic, many criminals were infected 

with the virus and the jails were a center of contagion. 

Last September in Ecuador, there was a riot where 100 

people were discovered without life. This riot was 

caused by criminals with guns and weapons and also 

many policemen were found without life. Because of 

the pandemic, it was a problem to resolve the riot and 

this crisis lasted many hours until the military and the 

police managed to have control again. 
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Most Important Countries  

The United States of America: The United States prison system has an extremely 

high rate of inmates. Non-violent crimes and substance abuse are the most common 

causes of incarceration in this country. Since 2000 the government has implemented 

housing placement for former inmates and mental health programs for the mentally 

ill. Probation is also a common alternative used by the criminal justice system, it 

helps with the incarceration fees, but the offenders are more likely to violate 

conditions.   

  

Russian Federation: Russia is among the countries with the most number of 

prisoners, their imprisonment is an extended system that impacts the inmates by 

giving them contact with society but with the code of the Soviet Gulag, which is very 

strict. In 2017, the Russian government implemented a trial of 900 people to make 

penitentiary service by compulsory labor in correctional, after this, they opened 

centers across the country. Until 2011, the Russian government used correctional 

work as punishment as an alternative to a penal colony, but neither has been used 

since then. 

Cuba: Cuba is one of the countries with the highest incarceration rates in Latin 

America, the prison population is overflowing, and the prisoners are in unhealthy 

conditions; they suffer from physical and sexual abuse. The government refuses to 

let human rights monitors inspect the facilities, and they don’t share actual statistics. 

Cuba doesn’t have any actual plans to change the incarceration system; The Cuban 

government does not give the necessary capital to the jails, so the criminals live in 

terrible conditions. 

Brazil: Brazil is the third country with the most inmates worldwide; they have a mass 

population in their jails with over 800,000 inmates; they have an established process 

by the laws of each state, but it is not followed correctly. Around 50 years ago, the 

government created the APAC association. This alternative consists of facilities 

where they respect human rights, and they are not judged because of their crime. 
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This alternative is judged and often criticized for not changing the people from their 

past crimes.  

China: China is the second country with the highest incarceration rate, under 2 

million people have been arrested. The prison system is extremely disciplined, with 

riots and strict schedules. There are punishments for different actions regarding 

respect to the guards and the authority. In the early 2000, the government wanted to 

reduce the incarceration rates by changing the criminal justice system, reducing the 

incarceration lengths depending on the crime, but the government does not plan on 

implementing any alternative that isn’t the jail system.  
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Past UN Actions  

The UN has provided to many countries, centers, anti-drugs, and rehabilitation 

centers, for people to go there instead of prison. In the U.S. there has been an 

improvement of more than 13,000 rehabilitation centers in the country. Many 

European countries have developed their justice system by making more sentences 

a community service instead of putting people in jail. The UN has had problems 

implementing the alternatives to incarceration in African countries because they do 

not want to change the traditional way of punishing people. The Human Rights 

Council, in the 24/12 resolution encouraged the United States to implement 

alternatives to incarceration, and to improve the treatment in jails. The council also 

made sure that all the countries developed jails with more capacity so they wouldn't 

have overloaded cells. The UN has improved the justice system of jails in countries 

like Algeria, Nicaragua, the Netherlands, and others.  

The United Nations had many situations where the prisons went out of control, 

especially in underdeveloped countries in Africa, some parts of Asia, and many 

countries in Latin America. The office of the UN in Vienna declared that every prison 

in the world should have a proper threat to the prisoners, and the police inside the 

prison have prohibited to talk or exchange words with any criminal, this is to prevent 

corrupt situations inside the jail. The UN has always been open to hearing new ways 

to punish criminals instead of the jail, many secretaries of the UN have 

recommended to put the criminals to do community service, to help their own 

country, instead of passing their days living in the commodity of a cell, with a bed, a 

roof, and food. 
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 Further Reading  

-https://www.unodc.org/res/justice-and-prison-reform/nelsonmandelarules-GoF/

UN_System_Common_Position_on_Incarceration.pdf 

-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaPBcUUqbew  

-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SwE_uUgomd0  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4hTUAOwmOI  

https://famm.org/wp-content/uploads/FS-Alternatives-in-a-Nutshell.pdf  
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● Can restorative justice reduce incarceration rates?: Stories from China. 
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http://anzsocconference.com.au/4478


17

Topic B: Advancing International Human Rights to Protect Against Violence 
Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity  

  
Keywords  

● Harassment: It is a behavior that annoys or affects another person. 

● Riots: An occasion when a large group of people unites  to manifest 

themselves in favor to change something in society. 

● Labor exclusion: It is the situation in a labor environment, where people 

discriminate or bully a person because of being different.  

● Slaughter: When a group of people systematically murder another group of 

people because of territorial, ideological; or religious differences. 

● Life imprisonment: It is when a criminal needs to spend the rest of his/her 

life in prison. 

● Pay gap: It is the difference in salary between one person and another one. 

These two people need to correspond to different groups, for example, men 

and women. 

● Inclusive language: It is a new language that some communities are starting 

to use and it is to include everyone and not make exceptions.  

● LGBTIfobia: It is the extreme hate and rejection of the LGBTQ+ community. 

● Gay purges: Are an activity that countries in the Middle East and Russia do. 

To murder gay people on the streets and discriminate against them at the 

hardest. 

● Gay marriage: It is the law that permits the actual marriage between a couple 

that is part of the LGBTQ+ community. 
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Background  

Since the start of humanity, many religious organizations, such as the church, 

Judaism, and the Muslim religion, have discriminated against and spread hate to the 

LGBTQ+ community. The problems that the community has had in history are 

uncountable, in 1492, in Spain, the Catholic Church did a slaughter against all 

communities that were not catholic and the LGBTQ+ community was the first to die. 

In the Middle Ages, the people were tortured until death just for being different, but 

as we already explained, the main culprit of this hate was the Church, and this hate 

has been in the world until nowadays. One of the worst times for the community was 

the 20th century in countries like the U.S, because of all this hate and discrimination, 

the community decided to do a riot to protest themselves in 1969, which was called 

the Stonewall riot, which took place in New York. 

LGBTQ+ is an acronym for Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, and other sexual 

orientations, this acronym has evolved to more 

letters in response to the new sexual 

orientations that have been added in the past 

few years. 

There have been many activists in favor of the rights of the community, the most 

important people were Harvey Milk in 1978, Brandon Teena in 1993, and Matthew 

Shepard in 1998. Because of these people, the rights of the community evolved, 

especially in the United States. Countries like Russia, Somalia, and Nepal have held 

their mentality in this conflict, they have humiliated and terrorized the people in the 

community for decades and it is still happening today. 
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Conflict 

In the history of the world, many countries in the Middle East and Asia, have violated 

the human rights of the LGBTQ+ community. These countries have restricted their 

marriages, and they suffer many attacks just for the reason of being gay. One of the 

most controversial situations in today’s world is gay marriage, a very common 

situation is when the couple wants to adopt children because many people have the 

idea that a child needs to be raised by a mother and a father. Still, it has been 

affirmed by others that a child can be well raised by two mothers or two fathers.   

Vladimir Putin keeps the idea of arresting gay people, an activity known as the “Gay 

purge.” Many European countries like France, England, Spain, among others, have 

resolved their problems with the LGBTQ+ community; meanwhile, the most 

homophobic countries are in the Middle East, where these countries  kill gay people 

in the streets. Around 10% of the total population of the 

world is part of the LGBTQ+ community, and through 

the past decades, this community has received labor 

exclusion because of this. One big problem is that in 

this year, 2021, the president of Uganda, Museveni, 

has approved a law where the rights of the LGBTQ+ 

community became vulnerable. More than 63,500 

people signed this law and now this law has come into 

force. Also, this same president changed the 

punishment of the LGBTQ+ community from the death penalty to life imprisonment. 

The discrimination has reached a level where the majority of the countries have 

created laws to protect this community, and have created various rights for them. 

This is a problem because the governments are treating differently LGBTQ+ 

community to other people, and this doesn't need to happen. 
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 Present Situation 

The right to non-discrimination and equality is one of the principal human rights 

in the Human Nations Charter. Nonetheless, there are some human rights that 

are commonly violated by different forms that are affecting LGBTQ+ people. 

The human rights Council has documented many human rights violations 

specially directed to individuals based on their sexual orientation and gender 

identity. 

For many years now, hate crimes have been rising all around the world, and the 

sexuality and gender-based beliefs persist worldwide, which has led to a big 

problem now where a big community of civilians are being affected. 

Contributing or overcoming violence has been identified as two dimensions for 

their given analysis. There is also a huge diversity of violence manifestations 

among this issue. According to findings, violence and discrimination based on 

sexual orientation and gender identity and expression, can have consequences 

in three different aspects of the LGBTQ+ community’s life.  

(1) Health, this being both physically and mentally. Having more symptoms of 

depression and anxiety.  

(2) On their labor workspace.  

(3) The evident suffered experiences of harassment or discrimination that can 

generate isolation in society.  

There have been some studies that have shown that the lack of knowledge on 

conflicts that are related to sexual orientation and gender identity is the main 

reason why this conflict persists in society. There is also a lack of social 

interaction between the gender population and the LGBTQ+ community. 

The acceptance towards the LGBTQ+ community has globally increased since 

1980; nowadays, the five most accepting countries towards the community are 

Iceland, Norway, the Netherlands, Canada, and Sweden. 
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Most Important Countries   

Russian Federation: The Russian Federation is one of the most homophobic 

countries in all the world. In 2013, President Vladimir Putin made a law where the 

LGBTQ+ community was affected. The Russian government has expressed its 

rejection to this group, and this country has been involved in many gay purges since 

the past century. Since the time of the Tzars, the LGBTQ+ community has been a 

taboo in Russian culture. In 2017 there was a gay purge in Chechenya, where many 

people were dead, and other gay people went to concentration camps.  

The United States of America: One of the most important countries in the world, 

the United States of America, has been involved in the gender equality situation for a 

long time. In the 70s-80s, this country was the center of riots and demonstrations in 

favor of gender equality. Nowadays, in the United States, more than 980,000 houses 

are maintained by a gay couple, and nearly de 67% of the population accepts gay 

marriage.  

France: The French companies lead the index of more gay people, as well their 

people have one of the highest gay acceptance in the world by a country. In 2015 the 

president of the Republic, François Hollande, stated the following, “We have to 

ensure that all girls in the world can go freely to school, have access to work, have 

the possibility of starting their own businesses.” France as a country has helped the 

LGBTQ+ community with propaganda and campaigns to support them in difficult 

times.  

China: China was ranked as the 37th country in the gender equality index. 59% of 

the women in the country have education, and the men have nearly 72%. The 

women in this country occupy 22% of the seats in the National People's Congress. 

Homosexuality in this country is prohibited, but there isn´t a law that supports this 

statement. Many acts of violence and discrimination against the community in the 

past years are making the LGBTQ+ people in China very insecure.  
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The United Kingdom: Nearly 90% of the population supports the LGBTQ+ 

community and there have been many campaigns that proved it. More than 80% of 

the people support gay marriage, and it is in the top 10 of the highest in the world. In 

this country, women have more education percentage than men, with the women 

having 83% and the men 77%. The women have a 58 better percentage to have a 

degree than men. The pay gap in this country almost doesn't exist and the United 

kingdom is always improving in taking away the differences between the two 

genders.  
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Past UN Actions  

The United Nations has a very important role in defending the LGBTQ+ community 

against the world. This organization has taken numerous actions to improve the 

lifestyle of these people worldwide. In 2017, the UN criticized the proposal of the 

United States of taking away the transgender people of the army. The UN tweeted, ”

The only criteria for military service should be fitness to serve.” During the mandate 

of Ban Ki-moon (2010-2017), the rights of the LGBTQ+ community increased a lot. 

In 2016 the UN, proclaimed Vitit Muntabhorn to be the first-ever Independent Expert 

on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity. In this post, he worked on reducing the 

violence against the LGBTQ+ community in all the world.  

In July of 2013, the UN created a campaign called U.N. Free & Equal campaign, 

which was to promote and educate society. This campaign reached nearly 2 billion 

people through social and traditional media. In the General Assembly of 2012, the 

people in that meeting were witnesses of the first resolution ever, to protect the civil 

rights of the LGBTQ+ community. Each year this community organizes a march. 

Gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and all the people of the community go to the 

streets of New York with banners to show the world who they are. But in 2020, the 

pandemic affected this march and was canceled. The UN decided to help the 

LGBTQ+ community and they organized all marches via zoom. It was different from 

other years but still special.  

There are a few existing steps that international law requires states to take in order 

when a human right is being violated. These are;  

- Protect individuals from homophobic and transphobic violence and prevent 

inhuman treatment.  

- Repeal laws criminalizing homosexuality and ensure that civilians are not 

arrested because of it.  

- Prohibit every type of discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender 

identity.  

- Safeguard freedom of expression in all of its extensions and a peaceful 

assembly for all LGBTQ+ people.  
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Further Reading   

-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uD_p0kkof-k  

-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hP8dLUxB fsU  

-https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/gender-equality/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rv7QgaabMxY  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igPahPs_g64  

-https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/04/16/audacity-adversity/lgbt-activism-middle-east-

and-north-africa  
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