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Dear Delegates, 



We are so glad that you are part of this committee, it is an honor for us, your chairs, 

to welcome you to Tarbutmun 2022, this will be the first edition of the United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime Committee, where we will be discussing:  

Topic A: Assessing Narcoterrorism and its implications. 

Topic B: Illegal Smuggling and Transportation of Wildlife.  

In this year's TarbutMUN you will need to be at your fullest, in this committee we will 

discuss global problems that need to be addressed as soon as possible, so it's very 

important that you give your 110%, so we can have a great debate, and it can be a 

great experience for all of us.  

Delegates, during the days of the debate, you need to work as a team to find the 

best solutions to these topics. It is critical that you are prepared for the debate, and 

you represent your country's position in the best possible way ; we know you can. 

We, your chairs, are hoping to have an amazing working process and learning 

experience. We are also looking forward to helping you in every possible way so that 

we can get an excellent debate, and you learn a lot about current conflicts that are 

affecting us all. If you have questions regarding the topics, the committee, or your 

country, please do not doubt to ask any of us at any time; we will be delighted to 

help.   

Sincerely,  

UNODC committee.  

Andres Kleiman  
President  
andres.kleimancht@gmail.com 

Liz Buzali  
Moderator  
lizbuzali06@gmail.com 

Moy Haim  
Secretary  
moyhaimt@gmail.com  
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Committee Function  

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime was founded in 1997; since this date 

UNODC’s mission is to  make the world safer from drugs, organized crime, 

corruption, and terrorism. The UNODC is dedicated to providing health, security, and 

justice for all by promoting peace and well-being.  

This committee is a global leader that focuses on the fight against illicit drugs and 

international crime. The United Nations lead program on terrorism. The UNODC was 

founded as a unification of the United Nations Drug Program (UNDP) and the Center 

for International Crime Prevention (ICPC).  

One of  UNODC’s objectives is to raise awareness in people around the world about 

the dangers of drug abuse, UNODC also seeks to strengthen international action 

against drug production and trafficking. To achieve those purposes, the UNODC 

committee has created a ton of initiatives, like bringing alternatives to ilicit drug 

cultivation and monitoring this crops, they have also implemented projects to fight 

against money laundering  

UNODC takes charge of many issues around the world. Some of the issues that they 

take care of are corruption, crime prevention, criminal justice, drug prevention, 

treatment and care, drug trafficking, firearms, fraudulent medicines, HIV and AIDS, 

Human trafficking and migrant smuggling, money laundering, organized crime, 

maritime crime and piracy, terrorism prevention, and wildlife and forest crime. 

As we can see, UNODC is a really important committee that plays a huge role in the 

UN since it contributes to the global peace, security, human rights and development. 

The goal is to make world safer from drugs, crime, corruption and terrorism. 

Topic A: Assessing Narcoterrorism and its implications 



Keywords  

Narcoterrorism: A specific type of terrorism that is associated with the trade of all 

kinds of drugs. 

Terrorism: The illicit use of violence and intimidation specifically against civilians or 

a specific group of people, in the chase of a political benefit, and their main objective 

is to create terror. 

Narcotics: A drug or another type of substance that messes and affects the mood or 

behavior of a person,  and it is consumed without any medical purposes, usually one 

that is sold illegally.  

Trafficking: The action of dealing or trading something illegal. 

Crime: An action or activity that implicates an offense that is illegal and vulnerable to 

be punished by the law. 

Cartel: a group of people dedicated to drug trafficking and other types of crime, 

generally led by a very powerful criminal. 

Drugs: A chemical substance that messes and affects the organism of the person 

that ingests it, in a physiological or psychological way. There are some drugs that 

can be used in a medical way, and others can be used in a recreational form. 



Background  

To know about the word narcoterrorism, it is important to understand terrorism and 

drug trafficking, since it’s a global problem that affects a lot of people. The definition 

of terrorism is violent acts that a group does to spread terror, and we can understand 

drug trafficking as the illegal industry that creates drugs and sells them. The concept 

of narcoterrorism was established in 1989 by Former Peruvian President Belaunde 

Terry; he invented this word because he wanted to define cartels that commit 

terrorist acts.  

Narcoterrorism started in Latin America at the end of the 20th century. In 1989 in 

Colombia, the presidential candidate Luis Carlos Galan was murdered by the 

Medellin Cartel. The leader of this Cartel was Pablo Escobar, Galan was murdered 

because he wanted to fight cartels. In Mexico, narcoterrorism surged with Sinaloa’s 

cartel (one of the most important cartels), whose leader was Joaquin ``El Chapo '' 

Guzman, who was one of the most dangerous drug traffickers in the world. 

In the world, cartels are becoming more powerful every time, especially in Mexico, 

Peru, Colombia, and Venezuela. Mexico is one of the most affected countries in the 

world because of narcoterrorism. A perfect example is the war against drug 

trafficking started in 2006 by Felipe Calderon (a former Mexican president), which 

continues until now. And we can notice the power that these Cartels have, when 

sometimes they involve themselves in politics, in Mexico with Genaro Garcia Luna 

accused of receiving bribes from Sinaloa’s cartel. Also, in Colombia with Andrés 

Pastrana (Former Colombian President) who admitted that during his mandate, there 

was narco’s money in politics. 

Cartels obtain their finances through drugs. These groups have efficient systems of 

trafficking. This problem doesn't affect just Latin America, it is a problem of the entire 

world. For example, most of the heroin is seized in the Middle East, Europe, and 

SouthWest Asia, mostly in Iran and Turkey. In 2008, they contributed to half of the 

seizure of heroin in the world. This picture explains how these connections are, and 



how those groups traffic drugs, and Mombasa, Kenya, had become one of the most 

important ports on trafficking drugs to Europe. 

 

In Afghanistan, opium is the principal drug that is produced in a large amount, it is 

impossible for the international forces to stop agriculture from cultivating because 

Taliban groups have the resources to maintain them. Drug trafficking really helps 

these groups because the terrorist acts can be financed by drugs. And in the East of 

Europe, the consumption of cocaine is growing, and now it is one of the most 

important cocaine markets in the world. Also, some countries are taking some 

measures, for example, Portugal that in 2000, decriminalized the use and 

possession of drugs.  



Conflict 

Considering the present situation, there are a lot of countries that are suffering from 

cartels like, “Cartel Jalisco New Generation,” Sinaloa’s cartel, Medellin cartel, Sam 

Gor, and more. The countries are Mexico, Colombia, Peru, Venezuela, Afghanistan, 

some countries of Europe, some of Asia, and some of Africa. 

The cartels are causing death, terror, and are taking power. Most violent acts in 

countries of Latin America are because of drug trafficking. In Mexico in 2020, 80% of 

homicides belonged to drug trafficking, and these numbers are growing in an 

alarming way. War against cartels in Mexico started in 2006, and it continues to 

cause casualties all around the country.  

Taliban groups are groups that have control of Afghanistan. These groups are killing 

people, are breaking human rights, and their biggest income is because of drugs, 

especially opium that gives them approximately 416 million dollars. This gives us a 

clear example of why narcoterrorism needs to be stopped as soon as possible. 

According to Global Financial Integrity, drug trafficking in America generates 

approximately 80 to 90 billion dollars per year. These numbers are very high, and it 

is a worrying thing because with more money, they have more ways to produce 

drugs, machinery, armament, and it helps them have more power. Also, their 

commerce involves a lot of people, the cultivators, producers, sellers, messengers, 

and more, that is why their money circulates all around the world.  

The problem with cartels is that they gain a lot of power, and each time it is harder to 

stop them, because of all the money they make. War against drug trafficking has not 

ended all around the world, and it seems that it is not going to end soon, that is why 

countries have to act to stop these groups that are causing terror, are selling illicit 

drugs, are causing the death of people, and are taking the power of countries. 



Present Situation 

The current situation on drug abuse and consumption all around the world is a really 

big problem that we need to address as soon as possible. Around 269 million people 

consume drugs each year, which is 30% more than it was in 2009. Besides all the 

health problems that drugs bring to our world, there is also an important factor in the 

high percentages of homicides all around the world.  

A high percentage of global homicides are related to drug trafficking. There have 

been a lot of studies that show and explain how if we reduce drug trafficking, the 

overall homicide rate can drop. In Mexico, the number of deaths related to drug 

trafficking in 2018 was around 33,340 deaths, this number is 15% more than the 

previous year. Mexican cartels were responsible for at least 130 candidates and 

politicians that were murdered in the lead-up to Mexico’s 2018 presidential elections. 

The homicides related to drug trafficking have been increasing each and every year. 

Due to drug trafficking, all of the cities that have any type of drug consumption are 

automatically unsafe.  

There is drug trafficking all over the world, the biggest cartels in the world are from 

Mexico and Colombia, and it is believed that they produce around 18 to 39 billion in 

sales per year. Narco-terrorist groups also exist in the Middle East and West Africa, 

and even though the developing nations are the home of these groups, the countries 

that hold most drug consumption are the ones with better development.  

Since drug trafficking is really beneficial for the terrorist groups, there are a lot of 

radical groups who use drugs to fund their organization and operation, since all 

around the world, there is a constantly increasing demand on the international 

market. The Taliban group in Afghanistan gets almost half of its money from drugs, 

around 40% of the Palestinian weapons were financed by heroin and hashish . On 1

the other hand, one of the most powerful terrorist groups, ISIS, also obtains a lot of 

its money from drug trafficking, “ISIS, perhaps the greatest current threat to stability 

 Peters, G. (2009). How Opium Profits the Taliban. Retrieved from https://www.usip.org/1

sites/default/files/resources/taliban_opium_1.pdf 
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in the Middle East, is also engaged in narcoterrorism. Counter-narcotics experts tell 

me that ISIS now receives a sizable amount of its revenue through narcotics, 

specifically through drugs manufactured at labs they’ve seized in the Syrian city of 

Aleppo. These are former legitimate pharmaceutical manufacturing plants, 

containing the chemicals and equipment necessary to make high-grade 

methamphetamine that can then be distributed throughout the Middle East and 

Europe.”  2

 

This image represents some of the drug trafficking routes that cartels use to 

transport the drugs. 

 The Turkish border it's one way for terrorist groups to smuggle drugs into larger 

cities; officers seized 808 kilograms (over 1,781 pounds) of heroin at the Gurbulak 

border crossing with Iran in the eastern Agri province, the largest amount ever 

 Century, D. (2014, October 6). ISIS and the New Face of Narcoterrorism. Retrieved from 2

Tablet Magazine website: https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/news/articles/isis-and-the-
new-face-of-narcoterrorism 

  

https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/news/articles/isis-and-the-new-face-of-narcoterrorism
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caught at a customs checkpoint in the country, Trade Minister Ruhsar Pekcan said. 

There have been a lot of similar problems like this in Turkey, in 2019, Turkish 

security seized 51 kg of heroin in an anti-drug operation, this is just one example of 

how terrorist groups try to smuggle drugs to their market.  



Most Important Countries  

United States of America: The US is one of the countries with the most drug abuse 

in the world, with 5.89% of the United States population with substance disorders, 

says the World Health Organization (WHO). The US is one of the most involved 

countries in the world in the fight against Narcoterrorism. Since 1971, America has 

spent over a trillion dollars enforcing its drug policy and has a federal budget of 35 

Billion dollars to fight drugs, according to research from the University of 

Pennsylvania. 

  

Venezuela: The US charged Mr. Nicolas Maduro, Delcy Rodriguez, and Vladimir 

Padrino Lopez, among other government officials with narcoterrorism, and there’s a 

reward of 15 million dollars for Maduro’s apprehension. The World Health 

Organization (WHO) published data in 2018 about Drug Use Deaths in Venezuela 

that reached 201 or 0.12% of total deaths. The age-adjusted Death Rate is 0.66 per 

100,000 population ranks Venezuela #137 in the world.   

United Mexican States: Mexico has one of the largest problems with Narcoterrorism 

since there’s a lot of cartels from Mexico importing and exporting drugs. There are 

charges against 2 cartels for violating the RICO Statute. Mexico is one of the most 

involved countries in this topic because of the drug war and how the cartels work. 

The U.S. government has appropriated $3.3 billion under the Mérida Initiative (The 

Merida initiative is an anti-drug campaign that the US initiated to help Mexico by 

providing funds and support  to help Mexico wage war on drug trafficking). But the 

increasingly violent conflict has left an estimated 150,000 Mexicans dead and about 

79,000 disappeared over the past 13 years. 

Colombia: Colombia has one of the worst cases in narcoterrorism history that began 

in 1981 with famous drug lord Pablo Escobar and it's still going to this day with more 

than 15,000 deaths. Most of those people were innocent victims of narcoterrorism. 

The ELN just captured the boss of the cartel el Golfo, he is the most powerful drug 



lord in Colombia since Pablo Escobar. The US Charged Six Government officials of 

the National Liberation Army (ELN) with a 20-year drug conspiracy. 

Afghanistan: The most part of the world's opium and heroin comes from 

Afghanistan, with the production and imports and exports centered in areas 

controlled by the Taliban, who have taxed the drugs heavily during their 20-year 

insurgency. Afghanistan is the country with the most illegal business on opium and 

heroin, accounting for 80 to 90 percent of global output, according to the United 

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). 

Russian Federation: The Government of the Russian Federation has pledged US$7 

million in voluntary funding to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) for 2010, bringing its total contribution for 2010 to US$7.5 million. It also 

established an annual contribution level of US$ 2 million starting with 2011. And now, 

in 2021, The Russian Federation says that the charges the US put on Venezuela´s 

officials are absurd and a tool of genocide. Deaths in Russia from drug-related 

causes were up 60 percent in 2020 compared to a year earlier. It's happening more 

because of all the trends globally during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Last year, 7,316 people died from drug overdoses, that went up from 4,569 deaths a 

year earlier, according to data from Russia’s statistics agency Rosstat.  



Past UN Actions  

The UN is aware that narco-terrorism is a very serious crime and needs to be 

punished, that is why the security council established sanctions for all traffickers who 

commit these crimes, for example, the freezing of assets, the prohibition of traveling, 

and an arms liens. Those sanctions were given to all members of the Taliban, Al-

Qaeda, and everyone with whom they are associated. There are 124 entities and 

226 people reported on the list that the UN has. UNODC Senior Terrorism 

Prevention Officer Irka Kuleshnyk said at a conference that "Illicit drug traders and 

terrorists are not some mysterious entity, rather they are usually groups and 

networks that operate in ways that can be understood, identified, tracked and 

ultimately disrupted." However, they are still very dangerous and powerful 

associations, which is why they continue to seek more effective and efficient 

solutions to combat narco-terrorism and end these crimes. 

The president of the security council made the following statements:  3

● In December 2013, “This presidential statement highlighted the impact of drug 

trafficking in undermining governance in West African countries, as well as the 

involvement of terrorist groups to finance their activities.” 

● In April 2012, “This statement expressed concern that illicit cross-border 

trafficking and movement contributes to challenges and threats on its 

agenda.” 

● In January 2010, “This statement noted that drug trafficking and transnational 

crime were a growing concern, contributed to undermining the authority of 

states and might threaten the security of countries on its agenda.” 

● In December 2009, “This presidential statement recognized the threat to 

international security posed by drug trafficking.” 

 UN Documents for Drug Trafficking and Security: Security Council Presidential Statements. (2021). 3

Retrieved 6 November 2021, from https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un_documents_type/security-
council-presidential-statements/?ctype=Drug%20Trafficking%20and%20Security&cbtype=drug-
trafficking-and-security 
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Trafficking: The action of dealing or trading something that is illegal. 

Wild Life: Wild animals and animals that are living in the fauna of the region. 

Illegal: Forbidden by the law, especially criminal law. 

Transportation: Moving someone or something or the process of being transported. 

Extinction: When a group of animals, plants, objects start disappearing from 
existence. 

Trading: The action of exchanging something, it could be for money or any other 
thing. 



Background  

Wildlife trafficking is damaging our biodiversity, and it is spreading diseases 

worldwide. Wildlife trafficking is estimated to be worth 23 billion dollars per year, and 

it is one of the world’s largest international crimes after drugs, counterfeit goods, and 

human trafficking. This problem is currently threatening biodiversity and affects 

communities  that rely on local wildlife and wildlife tourism. Wildlife trafficking is also 

related to other criminal activities like corruption and money laundering, it also 

promotes instability, and in some cases, it  finances organized crime. 

Illegal wildlife trade involves unlawful harvest of and trade in live animals, and plants 

or products obtained from them. Wildlife is mainly traded as skins, leather, souvenirs, 

food, pets, and many other ways. There are a lot of examples of illegal wildlife 

trading like illegal logging of protected forests, illegal fishing of endangered marine 

life, and the poaching of elephants, among many others.  

This conflict is harming wild populations of animals and plants, making endangered 

species at a lot more risk of extinction. Endangered animals and plants are often the 

main targets of wildlife crime because they are rarer, and this makes them more 

valuable. Thousands of species are being threatened by this problem that we must 

resolve as soon as possible.  

Wildlife trafficking is also a big factor in the spreading and developing zoonotic 

diseases. Zoonotic diseases are caused by harmful germs like viruses, bacteria, and 

parasites. These germs are carried by animals and can spread to people and cause 

illness.  

“In more than 50 years of conservation, we have never seen wildlife crime on such a 

scale. Wildlife crime is now the most urgent threat to three of the world's best-loved 



species—elephants, rhinos and tigers”   Illegal wildlife trade is an urgent threat to our 4

world that we must address as soon as possible.  

  

  Stop Wildlife Crime. (2022). Retrieved January 6, 2022, from World Wildlife Fund 4

website: https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/stop-wildlife-crime 
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Conflict 

The illegal trading of wildlife is an issue that's affecting our whole community. 

Animals are suffering, all kinds of wildlife are suffering because of this business. 

Each year, around hundreds of millions of species from the wild, are captured in 

order to sell them in different ways. Many of those sales are legal, but also a very big 

part of it is being illegal and affects the lives of all of these species, putting them in 

danger by causing overexploitation. 

The illegal wildlife trade is a business that is worth about 10 billion dollars per year;  

hunters attack and damage all wildlife, leaving all wild populations vulnerable, and 

putting them increasingly at risk of extinction.  

A serious problem is that the greatest focus of the hunters and traders are the 

endangered species, as they are the most difficult to find and the most economically 

valuable. So this situation affects the wild population because it makes them 

disappear faster.  

This business is not only affecting the life of the wild species, but it is also affecting 

us. The illegal wildlife trade is creating a delay in the economic and social 

development of our society and is putting international security at risk. Corruption is 

a big factor in illegal wildlife trafficking, as it helps make the business easier and 

more efficient. The business is run by different criminal companies with great 

international diversity and relationships with other forms of illegal trafficking, as well 

as other illegal activities and money laundering. 

This business is considered one of the most productive in the world; elephant ivory, 

rhino horns, and tiger parts are the major hunters' focuses and therefore, the most 

endangered species. The security of illegal wildlife trafficking is not an approach to 

which they give so much importance, however, the problem has already begun to 

affect the stability of governments, as well as the security of the places where the 

species in danger live. 
  



Present Situation  

The present situation is concerning; since the beginning of the pandemic in March 

2020, illegal wildlife trafficking increased a lot. For example, in Victoria, the crimes 

related to wildlife had increased 59%. This happened because, throughout the 

pandemic, e-commerce had grown a lot. 

In September 2020, the United States police arrested an illegal wildlife trafficking 

company that sought to trade around 10,000 pounds of shark fins to their country so 

that they could be smuggled to Hong Kong. In June 2020, hunters killed around six 

elephants a day in Ethiopia to traffic their tusks to China and different parts of Asia. It 

was a massacre that left a great impact throughout West Africa. In 2019, it is 

believed that around 195,000 pangolins were trafficked since they are the only 

mammalian animals that have scams, and hunters wanted to take advantage of that 

since they have great value, their meat is used as food and their scales are used as 

medical remedies in places like China and Vietnam and thanks to the trafficking of 

these species, pangolins are already in danger of extinction. Between 2014 and 

2015, the Bolivian police caught 8 shipments from Bolivia to China with the intention 

of trafficking around 183 jaguar teeth that were taken out of a minimum of 93 

jaguars. 

According to a report of the United Nations in 2019, approximately one million 

animals and plant species are threatened with extinction, and a big part of this is due 

to illegal trafficking. Also, the World Wildlife Fund said that wildlife trade is the 

“Second-biggest direct threat to species after habitat destruction.” This 

overexploitation to animals mostly affects tigers, rhinoceroses, elephants, and many 

other species. The amount of wild species that are collected in order to traffic them 

illegally increases every year. Between 1999 and 2018, there were around 180,000 

captures in 149 countries representing around 6,000 wild species. 

Most of the countries of the world are involved in the issue of illegal wildlife trafficking 

and are participants in these crimes. While the groups that commit these crimes end 

up being enriched by the results that this work provides, illegal wildlife trafficking 

affects biodiversity, the life of all species in the world, the security of the country in 



which the crime takes place, and it also affects social and economic development in 

the world. This is a job that does not have the correct sanitary measures, and that is 

why by doing so, many diseases can come with which they are transmitted from 

animals to humans, as happened with the SARS-CoV-2 disease that caused the 

pandemic of coronavirus that we have been living with. 



Most Important Countries  

Brazil: Brazil has one of the largest networks of illegal wildlife trafficking in the 

Amazon forest, and within that forest, there are a lot of species that only live there, 

so hunters sell them for a lot of money, and those animals end up as pets. More than 

10,000  animals are illegally traded each year, those animals being birds, fish, 

among others, and a lot of those are getting extinct because hunters take them out 

of their natural habitat.  

China: China is the largest importer of illegal wildlife in the world, having emerged 

from very big tiger farms that generate a lot of money. There's also a lot of business 

for rhino and many kinds of animals either for food, domesticating them, making 

mats with their skins, among others. Numerous people are profiting from this illegal 

business with more than 12 billion dollars generated from this industry. 

Kenya: Kenya is, if not the biggest, one of the biggest animal traders in Africa since 

there's a lot of species like rhinos, elephants, giraffes among others that are worth a 

lot of money because of their skin, or because of their horns. Because of that, there's 

a lot of different rhino species that are already extinct and are getting extinct each 

day because of hunters. There’s an estimate that every year the population of this 

kind of animal decreases a lot so many organizations and the Kenyan government 

are making a lot of efforts to stop them. 

Colombia: Colombia is a victim of one of the most lucrative businesses of illegally 

trading wildlife, generating more than 23 billion dollars each year. Colombia adopted 

a new Global Biodiversity Framework in April 2020, with the goal of conserving 

Colombia's biodiversity using more scientifically-based measures, including the 

ongoing fight against illegal wildlife trafficking. On April 6, 2020, the National Police's 

Directorate of Protection and Special Services revealed that 9,563 wildlife species 

have been collected since January 1, 2020. On April 29, 2020, 2,162 matamata 

tortoises, which sell for around US$80-US$100 in Europe and Asia, were released 

back into their natural environment. 

Colombia is making big efforts to prevent this crisis from escalating. 



United Mexican States: Mexico is one of the countries with the most illegal 

trafficking of wildlife. A lot of people trade from Mexico to the US. Many species that 

live in Mexico are going extinct and are very expensive because they use them to 

make coats, mats, etc, and because of all the animals that have died, there are a lot 

of species that only live in Mexico that are going extinct. It's estimated that more than 

500,000 animals are illegally traded each year in México. 

United States of America: The US is one of the most involved countries in this 

topic, having a lot of trafficking coming to its country every day. The US has a law 

that passed in 1900 and is the first federal law to protect wildlife. The law covers the 

illegal traffic and trade of animals, plants, fish, among others, and allows the US to 

take action against breaking this law. The state department estimates that about 2 to 

5 million animals are illegally trafficked each year in the US.  



Past UN Actions 

Illegal wildlife trade continues to pose a serious threat to biodiversity, ecosystems, 

and human health, like animal products, both domestic and wild, are the source of a 

number of new diseases. 

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wildlife, Fauna, 

and Flora (CITES), hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 

regulates trade in around 5,800 species of animals and 35,000 species of plants to 

prevent overexploitation. In Africa, over 20,000 elephants are murdered each year, 

while in Asia, more tigers are believed to be maintained in captive breeding facilities 

than in the wild, where just 3,800 are estimated to remain. 

UNEP and the CITES Secretariat have teamed up to help nations and territories 

develop their environmental governance in order to meet CITES standards for 

combating illegal wildlife trading. This is accomplished by establishing at least one 

Management Authority and one Scientific Authority, as well as penalizing illegal 

trade, and seizing specimens illegally acquired. 



Further Reading 

https://www.fws.gov/international/wildlife-trafficking/ 
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https://www.cdc.gov/onehealth/basics/zoonotic-diseases.html 

https://www.traffic.org/publications/reports/taking-off/#:
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