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Dear delegates, 

It is an absolute pleasure to welcome you to TarbutMUN 2022, and most importantly,  

to the Security Council. In this committee, you will have the opportunity to challenge 

and overcome your fears, by debating and discussing different resolutions that will 

benefit our society and make our world a better place. You will be a representative 

for a foreign country, and with that, you’ll have the ability to maintain and defend a 

position you may not be familiar with or you may not be sharing its ideals. Explore 

every single ground and be proactive and open-minded.  

As you may already know TarbutMUN is one of the most prestigious extracurricular 

activities at school. So if you have the chance to be successful take it -I am sure you 

all are- read and investigate everything you are able to. We are eagerly waiting for 

you young leaders of the future, to come and find new, intriguing, innovative, and 

creative solutions to conflicts around the globe. 

We hope this experience enriches your passion and your future to take action on the 

problems we currently have in our society. We believe in you! 

“The people who are crazy enough to think they can change the world are the ones 

who do.” — Steve Jobs. 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to let us know. 

Sincerely,  

Alejandro Merikansky 
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President  
alejandromerikansky@gmail.com 
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Moderator  
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Security Council  

The Security Council was established when the UN was created at the end of the 

Second World War in 1945. The Security Council is one of the six branches that form 

the United Nations its duty is to maintain peace and security around the globe. It is 

formed by fifteen members, each having one vote. According to the UN Charter, all 

member states are obligated to obey with council decisions.  

In the Security Council, five of the fifteen members are permanent and have the right 

of veto. (United States of America, Russian Federation, People’s Republic of China, 

United Kingdom, and the French Republic.) The remaining ten members are chosen 

by the General Assembly. This election is for a year and has the possibility of one 

reelection.  

It is possible for a non member country to participate in the Security Council if the 

participation is considered important or the UN calls it to participate with no right to 

vote.  

The primary responsibility of the Security Council is to maintain international peace 

and security, but it also has the responsibility to keep updating the Charter and admit 

new members to the United Nations. 

The Security Council has the ability to create subsidiary organs to solve specific 

problems. 



Topic A: Preventing the Second Cold War  

Keywords  

Cold War: A conflict between countries in which military action is not involved. It is 

mainly political and economic actions.  

  

Cyber Warfare: The actions by a nation, state, or international organization, 

attempting  to damage another nation, using cyberspace, and technology as fields of 

operation.  

Government: The authority that runs a country, state, or community. 

Democracy: A government in which people have political control, directly, or through 

their elected representatives.  

Autocracy: A form of government in which one person has absolute power.  

Citizens: A legally recognized individual in a town, state, or country 



Background  

The term “cold war” is a conflict between countries mainly done by threats and 

propaganda. The first cold war was between the US and the Soviet Union. The 

conflict started because of the political difference between the URSS (communism) 

and the US (capitalism). There was propaganda in the streets, threats from both 

countries, and espionage. 

Now, in the 21st century, the second cold war is starting again, and it's reminding 

people of the conflict that the US and the URSS had back in the day. In 2018, the 

conflict between China and the US started. Trump imposed very high taxes on 

Chinese products because he said that they were invading the USA's privacy and 

they were stealing intellectual property, and those taxes were followed by China.  

It started a lot of restrictions between the US and China to prevent espionage from 

both sides. 

One of the examples of the restrictions is when Trump wanted to ban TikTok from the 

US because it is managed by a Chinese company. Or when Trump prohibited 

Huawei from using Google as its operative system because Huawei is a Chinese 

company.  

This has also started a conflict between the US citizens and hate crimes against 

Asian people. These events have increased, and the Coronavirus pandemic hasn't 

helped this problem. There are campaigns in social media like “stop Asian hate”  

talking about the Asian hate, trying to stop it and inform the problem that is currently 

happening. 



Conflict  

Relations between the United States and China are at the lowest point they have 

been in many years, and it seems that if the situation continues like this, they will get 

even worse. What started as a trade war over China's strict economic policies has 

now turned into what can be defined as a new "Cold War," a reference to the 

generational rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union that dates back 

to the second half of the 20th century.  

The United States and China are destined for conflict, they are the two most 

powerful countries, and the largest economies in the world, each with its own vision 

of how the world should work. And they are both seeking to obtain as many allies as 

possible, as well as military and trade partners in order to promote their own ideals 

into the world. Maintaining the top spot ensures each country in the long term, not 

only their survival, but also the possibility for their citizens to accomplish leadership 

in several fields such as technology, education, health, economy, military, socially, 

and much more.  

Elaborating on the above, there is a big tech race between the US and China, as 

they are both competing to see who comes up with the newest technological 

advances. One example can be the efforts to become the first one to create the most 

effective rockets to explore space. When it comes to education, both superpowers 

are aware that knowledge creates prosperity in the long run. "Knowledge itself is 

power" - Francis Bacon. Education is an important factor that makes people 

successful, and thus helps their country become a better one. A very specific goal 

they both have is to have within their territories, the best possible universities, to 

attract brains and retain the most talented people. In the health field, what these 

powers seek to obtain is long and healthy lives for their citizens with access to the 

best medicines and healthcare systems, reliable hospitals, doctors, and 

vaccinations. As for the economy, both countries want to offer their citizens in the 

long term good jobs, competitive salaries, strong currencies, and a low inflation rate, 

among several others. Having an outstanding military is of great importance in order 

to maintain peace globally, and it contributes to the goal of being able to bring safety 

to the countries’ citizens. To achieve this, the superpowers need not only to rely on 



their own armies, but to have the support of their allies' military forces as well. 

Regarding the social implications of this second cold war, the powers are seeking to 

provide their people quality of life, stability, security, and the necessary resources for 

them to pursue happiness.  

Since the original cold war nearly ended in nuclear annihilation, there is concern that 

this second cold war might lead us again, eventually, into nuclear destruction. While 

this is a pessimistic point of view, it might, unfortunately, become a reality. Similarly, 

there is a strong possibility that this cold war will lead the world into important, 

irreversible negative effects on the environment. The rapid economic growth of both 

the US, and China, would require that these powers be forced to move away from 

their commitments for positive and friendly environmental measures. In addition, not 

only themselves, but also the fact that they would demand from their trade partners 

to do the same. In order to produce huge quantities of raw materials and inputs 

needed by the powers to fulfill their needs, countries all over the world would be 

required to ramp up their production and manufacturing. All this would result in major 

damage to our planet.  

Another negative impact that this cold war would bring to people's lives globally can 

be the increase of processing time and higher costs to acquire communication 

devices, such as smartphones, laptops, etc. Since the United States and China 

might not be cooperating to produce goods together, these would result in more 

expensive products that would also be harder to obtain. 



Present Situation 
  
Nowadays having the two most powerful countries in the world in a rivalry doesn’t 

make things easier for the other countries, both countries are seeking allies, one 

country being a democracy and the other one being an autocracy. There are many 

things that are uncertain, for example, the delegation of the US recognizes Taiwan 

as an autonomous region and the delegation of China believes that it is a Chinese 

territory.  

Another thing that is very uncertain is the use of the Internet. China believes it 

should be censored and the US believes that it should be used freely by 

everyone. 

It is known that the delegation of China has been spying on American data for 

years. In 2020 China hacked into the Office of personnel, they got the deepest 

and most important secrets of government personnel, one of those being 

classified information from CIA agents. Their scale in that the delegation of China 

has surveillance in the US has never been seen.   

China has been preparing nuclear warheads to confront America. It is estimated 

that China will have around 1,000 nuclear warheads by 2030. The president of the 

delegation of China established that he wants to build a “world class” military force 

by 2049.  



Most Important Countries   

1. United States of America: This country is one of the most important 

countries regarding economy and consumption. This country also participated 

in the first Cold War and the consumption of this country has been increasing 

since then. The US has been imposing obstacles to the development of the 

Chinese market and that and more, is what started the conflict between these 

two countries. 

2. People's Republic of China: This country is having a really big rate of 

consumption lately and is the principal menace to the US. The US has been 

imposing taxes on Chinese products and companies in the US and that’s 

making the development of this country difficult in the market. 

3. The United Kingdom: The UK is one of the most influential countries in the 

world's economy, being the 6th country with more economic power in the 

world. This country, like many from Europe, is allied with the US. 

4. Federal Republic of Nigeria: China has been interested in Nigeria for a 

while, giving them resources and aid to increase the Chinese market. 

5. Federal Republic of Germany: This is one the countries with the most 

economic power, being the fourth in the world. Germany is also the third-

largest exporter with more than 1,500.000 million dollars. 



Past UN Actions 
  
The dispute over trade tariffs between China and the United States has been and will 

continue to be a lose-lose situation for both countries and for the whole world. 

Unless a deal is reached quickly, the circumstances are only going to get worse, UN 

economists said on November 2, 2021.  

The measures initiated by the United States, implemented in the middle of last year, 

have affected the Asian giant, for approximately 35,000 million dollars. 

The UNCTAD has registered several countries which have benefited from these 

measures, such as Mexico ($ 3.5 billion), the European Union ($ 2.7 billion) and 

Vietnam ($ 2.6 billion). Korea, Canada and India also benefited, with profits of 

approximately $ 0.9 billion and $ 1.5 billion. 

The UN also noted that there is evidence that Chinese exporters may have started to 

pay part of the costs of the tariffs when export prices decrease.  

The most affected Chinese manufacturing sector was the computer, office machinery 

and communications equipment sector, as its exports have fallen by $15 billion. 

“The results of the study serve as a global warning; a lose-lose trade war is not only 

harming the main contenders, it also compromises the stability of the global 

economy and future growth,”  said UNCTAD’s (United Nations Conference on Trade 1

and Development) director of international trade and commodities, Pamela Coke 

Hamilton.  

UNCTAD believes that the most likely scenario to happen is that there will be higher 

prices for Chinese consumers and losses for US exporters.  

The UN is aware of the circumstances and the ways in which it may affect the world, 

so UNCTAD and the UN economists plan to take action on the matter. 

 United Nations. (n.d.). US-china trade war is a 'lose-lose' situation for them and the 1

world, warn UN economists | | UN news. United Nations. Retrieved November 14, 
2021, from https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/11/1050661.

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/11/1050661


Further Reading  

Great information about US-China relations.  

Marcus, J. (2021, March 17). US-china relations: Beyond the 'Cold War' cliche. BBC 

News. Retrieved November 12, 2021, from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-

asia-56382793. 

The growing tension between the US and China 

Are China and the US entering a new Cold War? - BBC news. YouTube. (2020, 

November 2). Retrieved November 12, 2021, from https://youtu.be/2mg0BdA2_bc. 

Deeper understanding of the relations between US and China   

U.S. - China relations, explained: Wired. YouTube. (2021, February 22). Retrieved 

November 12, 2021, from https://youtu.be/RUUdC6n4s2Y. 

About the Trade War. 

BBC. (2020, January 16). A quick guide to the US-china trade war. BBC News. 

Retrieved November 14, 2021, from https://www.bbc.com/news/business-45899310. 

China-United States Trade War Timeline  

The US-china trade war: A timeline. China Briefing News. (2021, March 22). 

Retrieved November 14, 2021, from https://www.china-briefing.com/news/the-us-

china-trade-war-a-timeline/. 
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https://www.china-briefing.com/news/the-us-china-trade-war-a-timeline/
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Topic B: Addressing Conflicts to International Peace and Security from Non-
State Actors 

Keywords  

Non-state actors: A group, company, NGO, etc. that influence people by sharing 

their ideas. 

Armed non-state actors: Non-state actors that impose their ideas with violence, 

creating conflicts. 

Conflict: A conflict is a disagreement where two or more individuals Confront their 

ideas. 

State: A state is a piece of territory with its own politics and laws. 

Background  

The world lately is being divided because of the difference of ideas. Now people 

are able to talk about their own ideas out loud and that's not necessarily bad; the 

problem starts when people take the other one's thoughts personally and want to 

impose their ideas over the others.   

Lately, many non-state actors have been influencing people a lot more, such as 

different NGOs like Greenspace, academic institutions like AMPAS (Oscar award), 

or big companies like Apple. Even though these non-state actors usually don't 

show any problems, the armed non-state actors like Al-Qaeda give us many more. 

Al-Qaeda is considered, besides a terrorist group, an armed non-state actor, such 

as many other terrorist groups. The difference between the armed non-state 

actors and the non-state actors is that the armed non-state actors want to 

influence people with their ideology, but they do it with violent actions. 



The non-state conflicts are increasing over time. An example of non-state conflict 

could include terrorism, civil war, transnational organized crime, etc. We can see 

those conflicts more often in Arabic countries that are taken by these armed non-

state actors like Nigeria and Boko Haram.  

Conflict  

Currently in the world, and since decades ago, there have been several armed non-

state actors, producing concern, destabilizing the world, and shedding blood across 

the globe. These groups find it easy to operate in states that do not have a strong 

government or a proper control over their territories.  

The power that these groups have and the perspective it holds for the future should 

be a major concern for the UN and countries seeking freedom, justice, and the 

prevalence of democracy. 

  

For instance, one of the armed non-state actors, which has changed the lives of all 

mankind in the modern world, is Al Qaeda. When on September 11, 2001, the globe 

witnessed a terrible massacre of approximately 3,000 innocent people, after airplane 

hijackers murdered them while tearing down the World Trade Center, we came to 

learn how these non-state actors, although being small groups, were strong enough 

to cause harm to the most powerful state in the world, the USA. After the initial shock 

and grief, came the realization that we needed to dramatically change the way we 

traveled as we saw the implementation of new safety requirements at airports all 

over the world. 

Another takeaway was the fact that these armed non-state actors got their training 

and found hiding posts in countries such as Afghanistan, Pakistan, etc. Countries 

that are having internal political struggles themselves which might have caused them 

to do a poor job setting up strong measures against these groups who, as a result, 

operate with some important degree of freedom. 



The rise of Al-Qaeda, and other groups such as ISIS, Boko Haram, Hamas, Al 

Qassam, just to name a few, have caused several countries to take sides, although 

they do not sponsor these armed non-state groups directly or officially.    

From all the above, we can conclude that these armed non-state actors can not only 

cause pain and unimaginable suffering, but also could even potentially initiate the 

Third World War. A conflict that could utilize nuclear, chemical, and biological 

weapons. Therefore, the possibility of facing a new conflict with weapons of mass 

destruction should mean addressing these groups be a priority for every world 

leader. Furthermore, let us not be mistaken by the small numbers of people these 

armed non-state actors hold. Nor should we be deceived by the idea that by simply 

eliminating their leaders, that we would solve the problems, and that these groups 

would no longer exist. These groups defend ideologies and these powerful ideas can 

prevail even when their leadership changes. All these enforce the idea that these 

groups are a major threat to peace and security for the entire world and for mankind.  

Present Situation 

The non-state actors that have international relations, will not end in a wishful future. 

The non-state actors have been playing a huge part in international relations and 

collaboration but will continue to be sources of conflict. One clear example could be 

the multinational corporations that have absolute control of the neo-colonial of the 

rich over the poor. 

The non-state actors are responsible for several changes in the nation-states system 

as well as in the role of the nation-state in international relations. These have been 

indispensable changes for international interdependence and relations, as well as 

expanding them in this time of interdependence. 

These changes have been overshadowing the role of the nation-state in some areas. 

The non-state actors have shown a huge growth in their economic state. Low politics 

has assumed importance in relations because of this. 



The non-state actors have reduced the importance of political relations in the 

international system and this could be a threat to international peace affecting 

treaties and many other things. Some non-state actors have been acting as agents 

of neo-colonialism and other non-state actors have been acting as announcers of 

international peace. 

Most Important Countries  

United States of America: The US has one of the biggest markets in the world, 

most of the most famous companies are from the US. Otherwise, change and 

inclusion in the US are being more frequently represented in movies, 

announcements, campaigns, etc. This is because people have been talking and 

non-state actors are making campaigns against discrimination and promoting 

inclusion. 

People's Republic of China: Almost like the US, China has one of the biggest 

markets in the world. China is known for its product importation to other countries, 

which makes those importation companies non-state actors. 

Qatar: This country has been accused of supporting the terrorist group Hamas 

and the Israeli diplomat Ron Prosor called it as the “Club Med of terrorist groups.” 

Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia has been accused of supporting other countries’ 

terrorism like Al-Quaeda and it also has its own terrorism like Osama bin Laden, 

who was part of one of the richest families in Saudi Arabia. 



Past UN Actions  

The UN has called to strengthen the implementation of resolution 1540, which was 

established in 2004. This resolution seeks to stop the non-state actors from acquiring 

biological, chemical, or nuclear weapons.  

Due to globalization and complicated logistic processes, these groups have been 

able, through technology, to obtain such weapons without any regulations. There has 

been proof of the use of these specific weapons in Iraq and Syria.  

During a Security Council meeting that took place in 2016, Jan Eliasson, Deputy 

Secretary-General of the United Nations, declared, “Preventing non-State actors 

from acquiring and using weapons of mass destruction is among the most important 

responsibilities of the international community.”  

Resolutions such as 1540 (2004) must constantly be on the table for reevaluation. 

There has to be much more work done to implement measures to prevent these non-

state groups from getting their hands on these weapons. In addition, the availability 

of information in social media makes it easy for these groups to get information that 

educates them regarding the use of biological arms.  

The government's involvement in this issue is not enough. There has to be 

collaboration between private and public sectors and there should be more 

regulation in place to restrain illicit activities for non-state actors.  

Although resolution 1540 has been in place and the UN has been trying to get to a 

solution to this matter since 2004 and until this day, this issue continues to be a 

conflict that worries the entire planet.  



Further Reading  

Security Council Resolution 2325 to prevent the non-state actors from acquiring 

weapons of mass destruction.  

United Nations. (n.d.). Peace, dignity and equality on a healthy planet. United 

Nations. Retrieved November 22, 2021, from https://www.un.org/en/. 

How to deal with armed non-state actors, and past numbers.  

Dealing with armed non-state actors in peace ... - springer. (n.d.). Retrieved 

N o v e m b e r 2 2 , 2 0 2 1 , f r o m h t t p s : / / l i n k . s p r i n g e r . c o m / c h a p t e r /

10.1057/9780230281479_13. 

Strategies and their suitability and applicability with regard to specific  armed actors. 

[PDF] engaging non-state armed actors in state- and peace ... (n.d.). Retrieved 

November 22, 2021, from https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Engaging-non-

s t a t e - a r m e d - a c t o r s - i n - s t a t e - a n d - a n d - H o f m a n n - S c h n e c k e n e r /

4c40cf73b8eaa0bd5cba899583aaf60d9cfcef88. 

Developing humanitarian dialogue with armed non-State actors 

Fragmentation of armed non-state actors in protracted armed conflicts: Some 

practical experiences on how to ensure compliance with humanitarian norms. 

International Review of the Red Cross. (2019, November 1). Retrieved November 

22, 2021, from https://international-review.icrc.org/articles/fragmentation-armed-non-

state-actors-protracted-armed-conflicts-ir912. 

Sexual Violence in Conflict 

Walker, K., Cedric de Coning, F. K., Day, A., Observatory, the G., Green, F., 

Peacock, D., Sabrina Karim, Z. A., Anania, J., Donnelly, P., & Novosseloff, A. (2019, 

November 7). Non-state actor activity challenges UN response to sexual violence in 

conflict. International Peace Institute. Retrieved November 22, 2021, from https://

www.ipinst.org/2015/04/non-state-actor-activity-challenges-un-response-to-sexual-

violence-in-conflict. 
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Protecting civilians in armed conflict with non state actors 

Engaging with non-state actors: Protecting civilians in armed conflict. Peer 2 Peer 

Support. (n.d.). Retrieved November 22, 2021, from https://www.deliveraidbetter.org/

webinars/upcoming-webinar-engaging-non-state-actors-protecting-civilians-armed-

conflict/ 
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